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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  ’Tis the season of Advent and soon, Christmas. 
 
Each year flies faster than the one before, and it seems each month contains far more 
options for activities than anyone has time for. In this whirlwind of the modern era, let 
yourself be calm in the flurry that surrounds you. Engage with friends and family in 
meaningful ways, knowing that the small things are often the most important. 
 
This December, bond with loved ones in worship led by the Rev. Armand Javines, on 
December 4th. Armand has been a chaplain for many years, and is now acquiring his 
Doctor of Ministry degree, specializing in geriatric pastoral care. He feels called to start a 
new U.C.C. church in Lancaster in the future. Get to know him and let him inspire you this 
season. 
 
On December 11th, our worship will focus on the lineage of Jesus. We will decorate a 
“Jesse Tree.” Children are encouraged to help and learn by using special ornaments. Invite 
young ones to this precious service!  If you happen to have any roses left in your yard, 
bring them! 
 
December 18th is a Sunday of imaging Mary and Joseph’s different perspectives and the 
messages they have inspired for many generations: The improbable hope of living into 
God’s unique call for each of us to participate in God’s plan for love to enter and grow in 
our world. 
 
This year, Christmas Eve is on a Saturday and Christmas morning on a Sunday. Our 
primary candlelight service will be Saturday at 4:00 p.m. We hope all will attend. The 
Sunday morning 10:30 a.m. service will be much simpler, with just scripture readings and 
lots of Christmas hymns. 
 
If you wish to be involved in any of our seasonal special services, your talents are welcome 
and invited. We need singers, dancers, musicians of all kinds, candle lighters, actresses, 
and actors. 
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’Tis the season of celebration and joy. For some who are feeling discouraged, following the 
advice of Norman Vincent Peale may be best: “The more you lose yourself in something 
bigger than yourself, the more energy you will have.”  Join into Christmas!  Ring bells on a 
street corner. Help a neighbor. For others, overwhelmed by giving away too much energy, 
a reminder by Hermann Hesse may be better guidance: “Within you there is a stillness and 
a sanctuary to which you can retreat at any time.” Keep your balance and prepare yourself 
to receive Jesus. 
 
Blessed and Merry Holidays,  
Pastor Nancy   
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - DECEMBER 
 
Advent Candle Lighting 
 

If your family would like to light the 
Advent candles on one of the 
remaining Sundays in Advent 
(December 4, 11 & 18), please let 
Pastor Nancy know. Thank you! 

 
Women Who Wine - 
Sunday, December 4th 
 
We will meet for lunch immediately 
following worship. Location will be 
announced at a later date. Join in 
the fun and women’s bible study.  

♦ ● ♦ 
 
Salvation Army Angel Gift Tags  
 

Again this year we are taking p0art in 
the Salvation Army’s Angel Gift Tag 
program to help ki8ds through the age 
of 15 years have a merrier Christmas. 
You may choose a tag to purchase 
the gift(s), which includes the 
children/teenager’s gift wish. Or you 

may donate money for a gift, which can be 
purchased by one of our congregation’s 
volunteers. We are again fortunate to have 
the younger mothers take on the Santa duties 
to have their children choose gifts for less 
fortunate kids.  
 
The tags will be on the table in Friendship 
Hall as soon as they are available to us, and 
the gifts/donations need to be in by Sunday, 
December 18th. You may place your 
donations in the offering clearly marked for 
the Angel Tags. 

 
♦ ● ♦  Salvation Army Needs Bellringers   

Care to be a bellringer for the 
Salvation Army this season?  
 

All monies collected stay in Tehachapi to help 
our local Salvation Army.  
 
If you are interested, you may sign up alone, 
or with a church buddy, at the Salvation 
Army office, 538 East Tehachapi Boulevard. 
Shifts are for two hours, Monday-Saturday, 
at Albertsons, K-Mart or Savemart. 
 

♦ ● ♦ 
 
Christmas Tea & Entertainment – 
December 17, 3-5:00 p.m. 
 
If you would like to host a table, 
or simply attend the event, please 
contact Amy Trillo, 823-8183 

 
♦ ● ♦ 

 
500 Rep & 5k Challenge – 
Saturday, December 10, 2016, 
9:00 a.m. 701 19th Street, in 
Bakersfield  

 
Join a fun challenge of 50 reps at 10 exercise 
stations to benefit children at the Bakersfield 
Homeless Shelter.  
 
All contestants receive a T-shirt and the 
entrance fee will be either a donated pair of 
new children’s pajamas or warm outerwear, 
sizes infant-teen.  

♦ ● ♦ 
 MEN WANTED FOR COFFEE HOUR   
For the month of December, 
Jim Dinsmore is once again 
leading a men’s coffee hour 
preparation team. During the 
month, the men will provide 
set-up and some of the goodies.  
 
Jim needs your help, so please volunteer! 
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FAMILY PROFILE … 
THE STORY OF IRENE HOWITZ  Irene Howitz and her late husband, Jim, began attending the church at 100 

East E more than 55 years ago. At that time, it was not yet a UCC church, 
but they stayed on when it became such. During all of these years, Irene 
has been serving our church in a number of capacities. She is the financial 
secretary, the person who counts the offering each week and keeps many 
records of the money received.  Irene and Jim were both born and reared in North Dakota, Irene in Rolette 
and Towner Counties. As a child of a farmer, she learned discipline, as she 
and her two sisters were expected to help with the work of the family farm, 

with those duties growing more difficult as the girls grew up. I am sure that Irene's hard-working 
spirit was well formed by the time she left the farm life. Play to such responsible children was what 
they could imagine, as they had few toys.   Irene and her sisters grew up with the expectation that they would become teachers. And both Jim 
and Irene got excellent educations, Irene earning a Bachelor of Science in Education from the 
University of North Dakota and a Master of Education from the University of Arizona in Tucson, 
Arizona. Jim earned both a Bachelor of Commerce and Master of Education on the GI Bill after 
returning from serving overseas, both in Europe and Japan. They met when they were both 
teaching in N. D. and were married in 1955. In 1957 they moved to Tehachapi, as Jim got a job 
teaching business education at Tehachapi High School, and Irene was also hired to teach first 
grade at Wells School. Irene taught first and third grades until she retired in 1986.  Irene and Jim were led to our church because a number of Tehachapi teachers attended there. 
Irene liked the church because everyone was welcome. People who attend do not have to commit 
to a set of beliefs. She has served the church through all these years in various ways, and it 
sounds like she has done about every job including serving on various board (before the team 
system we have now), various ministry teams, and rummage sales. She even made coffee but had 
to use a recipe as she didn't drink it and knew nothing about how to make it!  My first memory of 
Irene was teaching many of us how to roll out the pie dough for the apple pies the church was 
known to make and sell to the community. The second year I helped, I was having a terrible time 
getting the pie dough rolled out and Irene wasn't there to help me. Others were having trouble too, 
so someone asked where Irene was. We were told she wasn't going to be involved that year. We 
revolted and someone went to find Irene to bring her back. The pie shells went much better after 
her return!   In 1991 she became assistant treasurer; then years later her job was renamed to financial 
secretary, a position she still holds. She works a good number of hours a week fulfilling this 
responsibility, both at church and on various days at home.  I am sure Irene is good at whatever she puts her mind to. Even though she now depends on her 
walker, she still does her own housework and, except for mowing her lawns, her own yard work, as 
she says she likes to be outdoors, as in childhood on the farm. Irene has survived serious health 
problems and just keeps on truckin'. Her two sisters are still living on their farms in North Dakota, 
her older sister (over 90 years) still drives the combine and her younger sister (over 80) still drives 
a school bus!  All three of them are widows. Irene is from hardy stock, that's for sure.   We at TCCC-UCC are grateful to Irene for her years of service. Thank you, Irene! 
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MEALS ON WHEELS DELIVERY  

 
One of the worthwhile contributions we make to the less 
fortunate community of Tehachapi is delivering Meals on 
Wheels, which we do twice a year for two work weeks. We now 
have the dates of December1st-16th. There will be a sign-up 
sheet on the round table on the way into Friendship Hall. I urge 
you to find a partner and sign up. It is pleasant and easy, 

requiring only about two hours of your time on a work day morning. If you don’t have 
a partner, you will find that you can handle it yourself after the first day, which I will be 
happy to join you for. Try it—it’s fun!                                                                          —Laurie Rude-Betts  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Reminder …  Our Annual Church Meeting will be 
Sunday, January 29th 

 
Team Leaders should be prepared to submit your  

Annual Reports by Sunday, January 15th   New Team Leaders are needed for the coming year.  
If you are interested in serving, please submit your name  

to Mickey Brown, our Moderator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


