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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  Can you believe we are headed into the dog days of summer?  Where does 
the time go?  Our summer vacation was amazing. My heart is full of gratitude and I 
returned reenergized for our work ahead. 
 
Work or play?  Sometimes, it’s really just our perspective that labels tasks one or the 
other. The same “Mission” work done in Guatemala or a remote setting may seem far 
more playful than when it is simply “chores” back home. I believe God wants us to play 
and to play with us; finding joy in whatever task we set about doing. 
 
Building up our community involves work, but it can seem playful when shared joyfully 
with others. I know a pastor who hates it whenever someone signs up to do things at his 
church and then grumbles about having to serve. “Serve or don’t serve,” he says. “Either 
do it joyfully or don’t do it!”   
 

What service brings you joy?  When do you feel engaged in serving others, 
such that you want to do it again?  Often, we love “work” that feels rewarding 
and hate tasks that feel like a burdensome waste of time, or too meaningless to 
matter. 
 
Are there things the church is doing that really matter?  When do you feel 
alive in the service you are doing? 

 
I’ve asked a lot of questions in this letter and I really want you to think about them; even 
write about them - jot your thoughts down. Our church will be holding a Visioning 
Retreat next month, Saturday, September 23rd, and for it to be successful we need 
people to be thinking about these questions ahead of time:   
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What service brings you joy?  
 
When do you feel engaged in serving others, such that you want to do it 
again? 
 
What things does the church do that really matter?  
 
When do you feel alive in the service you are doing? 

 
Perhaps you’ve had experiences in other churches or other places that have felt like 
meaningful service. This is how God wants to play with you during your one precious 
lifetime.  
 

Can you recall those times when you knew you were meant to do 
something you were doing? 

 
Write down your answers, let’s share them, and let our lights shine! 
 
Love, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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TREASURER’S REPORT - MONTH OF 
JUNE - 2017 
 
 Income $  6,677.26 
 Expense   11,772.00 
 Deficit       <$  5,094.74> 
 

For the next 2-3 months we can 
expect a deficit every month. 
Expenses go on regardless of 

how much income we receive. The 
second and final payment for 2017 of 
$3,010 was paid for Property, Liability and 
Worker’s Comp, but our income was down 
by $2,500 as well. Our expenses are 
running normal, but income is down as it 
usually is in the summer months, which 
causes deficits. We can only hope this will 
be made up in the Fall. (Pledges are 
around $1,000 short as of the end of June. 
 
See you next month! 
  
Joanne Beckett 
Acting Treasurer 
 
 
YOGA CLASSES  
 
Our “donation only” Tuesday 
evening yoga sessions are the 
best kept secret in town. We are 
blessed to have two wonderful instructors 
who take turns and care deeply about offering 
a great class. They offer essential oils that 
smell amazing to each participant, and use 
wonderful music and lighting to set a 
meditative space to focus on the practice.  
Some forms of Christian worship are purely 
cognitive experiences; yoga is a mind/body 
experience, and both instructors weave in bits 
of Christian music and universal prayers. You 
may find it heavenly and enjoy the small 
group practicing with you. If you are 
interested, come try a session on Tuesdays 
at 5:30 p.m. in Friendship Hall.  Bring a 
water bottle and two yoga mats, as the floor is 
hard with just one.  Namaste … 
 

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A FACEBOOK 
PAGE?  
 
That's right! Just go to the following link:  
https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiucc  to 
see information on upcoming events and read 
inspirational posts. You can also leave a 
review of our church, as well comment on 
anything posted.  
 
Facebook requires that you 
have an account in order to 
have full access to our page. If 
you don't have an account, just 
go to the site and it will prompt 
you to sign up.  
 
If you have any questions regarding access, 
please call Ron Pilling at 661-340-2318, or 
email him at rpjr@live.com.  
 

 
TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CONGREGATIONAL UCC – SMALL 
CHURCH, BIG HEARTS 
 
The next time you’re on your computer, 
please take a minute to check out the 
church’s website:  https://tcccucc.org/. The 
links at the top of the page will connect you to 
various church-related topics, both local and 
UCC-wide. They include photographs, a 
monthly calendar (with current events,) and 
some ways to get involved. You can even find 
recent issues of The Whistle under the 
newsletter link.  
 
If you have any questions or problems with 
the website, please contact Linda Flores via 
email at linda31591@att.net, or by phone at 
(661) 821-0621.  
 
 
HOW TO ACCESS OUR ONLINE CHURCH 
DIRECTORY  
 
On your computer, access the website at 
instantchurchdirectory.com. Then, from the 
home page, you will see two gray boxes in 
the upper right hand corner.  Click on the one 
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that says “Church Member Sign In.” That 
will take you to a page with a white box that 
says “Church Member Sign In.” Toward the 
bottom of the box, you’ll see a line that asks 
“First Time Signing In?”  Click on the blue 
link next to it that says “Create a log in 
now.” You will then be directed to a 
Welcome page, where you will be prompted 
to enter your email address (the one you have 
submitted for the church directory,) and also 
create a password.  
 
Once you have completed the above steps, 
you will then be able to use that information to 
log in each time, on the “Church Member 
Sign In” page. You can also download an 
app on your smart phone and have 
everyone’s phone numbers on your phone. 
 
 
EDUCATION REPORT 
 
Update on the Children’s  Ministry … 
 
The education team met Sunday, July9th, and 
it was a productive meeting. We now have 
four teachers in place for four Sundays of the 
month along with a person for the nursery. 
 
Needed now are: 
 
 ♦Teacher for the 5th Sundays (only one  
   more in October this year  

 ♦Substitute teachers to fill in for any  
          Sunday when needed  

 ♦1-2 additional Nursery Attendants  
   Plus Helpers 

 ♦5 Greeters, one for each Teacher 

 needed now are:
Please consider being a greeter or a 
substitute teacher by contacting Joanne 
Beckett. She will provide you information on 
what this will involve.  
 
The Education Team is planning a “grand 
opening” for the nursery with a special event 
in September. We will provide more 
information on that in the future. 

The Team is concentrating on the younger 
children at this time, and Ron Pilling is helping 
this effort   
 
Joanne Beckett 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
 
 
 
ADULT EDUCATION SCHEDULE –  
9:00 a.m. in Friendship Hall 
 
 
Sunday, August 6 -  Hal Morgan & Carol 
Casey-Newell will describe their 10-Day 
Vipassana Retreat experiences 
 
Sunday, August 13 – Porter Underwood will 
present Hear Rhythm meditation 
 
Sunday, August 20 – No class today – 
Please join us at our outdoor worship service 
at 4-Island Lake in Bear Valley Springs at 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Sunday, August 27 – To be determined 
 
Sunday, September 3 – Rev. Armand 
Javines will describe his work in Manila, and 
present information about his travels there 
 
Sunday, September 10 – Kick-off to 
progressive theology series and discussion: 
Living the Questions 2. This is an open-
minded alternative to studies that attempt to 
give participants all the answers and instead, 
strives to create an environment where 
participants can interact with one another in 
exploring what’s next for Christianity, 
featuring acclaimed scholars, theologians and 
other experts. The first sequence of courses, 
Invitation Journey, will last seven weeks.  
 
Come, let us journey together! 
 
Pastor Nancy Bacon 
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QUESTION REGARDING BINGO 
 
Several months ago, the Trustees 
were asked if we could start having 
Bingo at our church, perhaps on a 
Wednesday evening, with a suggested start 
time of 6:00 p.m. The proposal was that funds 
raised from this event would go into our 
General Fund. 
 
In order to begin this effort, we would need at 
least five dedicated church members at least, 
every bingo night. One person would need to 
be the Bingo Chair. 
 
Please send me your thoughts on whether  
you think this would be a good project for our 
church, or if you are opposed. We would also 
welcome any suggestions you may have for 
fund raisers for our church.  You may contact 
me at jpcarmichael9071@yahoo.com.  
 
I look forward to hearing from all of you. 
 
Jim Carmichael 
Trustee Chair 
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER … 
 
August 19th  - Tehachapi Mountain Festival 
Parade – Come represent our church!  
 
 
August 20th  - Outdoor Worship Service & 
Potluck – 4-Island Lake in Bear Valley 
Springs – 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
August 27th  -  Regular monthly Quarter 
Auction in Friendship Hall – 2:30 p.m. 

 
Also please note: We will not be having our 
regular monthly potluck following worship 
since we will have a potluck as part of the 
Outdoor Worship Service on the previous 
Sunday. 
 

 

FAREWELL TO ESTHER BURDINE 

As most of you probably know by now, 
Esther Burdine will be moving out of the 
area later this month to be closer to family. 
 
We would like to invite you to join us for 
worship next Sunday, August 13th, as we bid 
Esther farewell, and recognize her for her 
many contributions to TCCC. 
 
Please plan to stay afterwards for coffee 
hour/refreshments. 
 

 

You will be missed! 
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                Cameryn Stein 

 
I was born and raised in North Hollywood, CA. I was a “miracle baby,” 
surprising my parents in their mid-40’s, the last of their seven kids. My eldest 
brother, Craig, was 23 and a pilot in Vietnam around the time I was born. We 
lived in a small three bedroom, one bath house, that cost a whopping 
$10,000 in 1949. Good thing my Dad served in WWII and qualified for a VA 
loan; otherwise we would’ve remained in the trailer park. 
 
My Dad, the son of Volga German farmers who immigrated from Russia right before the 
Bolshevik Revolution, had various jobs after the Service, and eventually ran his own drug 
and sundries business out of our backyard. It was a modest living, but enough to enable my 
Mom to stay home with her children, the joy of her life. We didn’t realize we were poor until 
we were adults, thanks to my parents’ love and resourcefulness. Our annual camping trips 
to Yosemite are one of my favorite memories. My Dad always managed to get us the very 
best camp site, between the meadow and the Merced River, back when it was first come, 
first serve. And my Mom was fearless when it came to shooing bears away from our 
canvas Army tent with her pots and pans. 
 
Then and now, I loved adventures. As a kid, I spent most of my time with my gang of 
neighborhood friends, hiking in Griffith Park, lolling at the beach in Santa Monica, and riding 
the bus around greater Hollywood to the mall and movies. I was precocious and started 
working at thirteen (I was tall and I lied.)  When I was sixteen, my friend and I spent the 
summer in Hawaii with money we’d saved from our after school jobs. I graduated from 
North Hollywood High School in 1983, and from Cal. State University, Northridge in 1988. I 
spent my last year of college as an exchange student studying Spanish in Mexico City, one 
of the highlights of my life. 
 
After college, I ran a shelter for homeless immigrant youth fleeing persecution in Central 
America, and worked as a grant writer before pursuing my law degree at Southwestern 
University School of Law. I began working as a lawyer in 1997, at what’s now called the 
Children’s Law Center of California, where I represented children and parents in child 
abuse and neglect cases.  
 
In 2006, at 40, I met my husband, Robert, a civil engineer from Leona Valley, near 
Palmdale. Steady, honest, and tender, I’m so glad I waited for him and didn’t marry one of 
the bums who came before him!  In 2008 I moved with him to Ventura, where he worked 
and lived during the week. I worked as an appellate public defender for California Appellate 
Project-Los Angeles, handling juvenile dependency appeals. In 2012, Robert and I moved 
to Tehachapi, into the Golden Hills house he bought in 1990, but had barely lived in, 
because his work in construction management had required him to move around a lot. 
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Robert has long loved Tehachapi for its pretty scenery and uncrowdedness. It’s also one of 
the few places in So. Cal. where he can have five antique tractors (his passion) in his 
backyard and nobody raises an eyebrow.  
 
In October 2012, we got married, at the ski chalet on top of June Mountain in June Lake, a 
first marriage for both of us late bloomers. Five weeks later, my beloved mother, who my 
siblings and I had spent years caring for at home in North Hollywood, died at 92. 
 
After reading several newspaper articles written by Pastors Karen and Nancy, and needing 
to find a progressive community in this conservative town, I found my way to the UCC 
church. I was raised Catholic, but I had stopped attending church regularly in my teens. 
While always a firm believer in God, thanks to my mother’s strong faith, I didn’t have much 
interest in organized religion. I was pleasantly surprised by the church’s open and 
welcoming attitude, and its commitment to social justice causes. And, every friend I have in 
this town (admittedly a short list) I met at UCC. I’ve enjoyed serving on the Called to Care 
Team, delivering Meals on Wheels, and helping my friend Irene to count the loot on fifth 
Sundays. 
 
In 2014, Robert and I moved to Paso Robles for a year and a half, for his work. I loved 
being on the Central Coast again – so pretty, laid back, and full of beautiful wineries!  We 
moved back to Tehachapi in Fall 2015. 
 
This past April, Robert and I became fost-adopt parents to an adorable three-year-old girl, 
fulfilling a longtime goal of mine to experience parenting and help a child. What the final 
outcome will be is still uncertain, but that’s okay. It’s been an amazing learning experience 
and much more rewarding than writing appeals! 
 
As for pastimes, I love to travel, walk, and read. I also spend a lot of time with my siblings, 
their families, and a growing gaggle of great-nieces and nephews. Life is good.      
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CHURCH AT THE LAKE! 
         Four Island Lake, Bear Valley Springs 
             Sunday, August 20th, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Bring your own lawn chairs, yard games, plates, utensils, and a dish to 
share at our picnic potluck following the service.   

There will be games & races! 
Come & Enjoy! 

Call 821-0621 if you need a Gate Pass! 
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Dinner at the Mulligan Room … 
 
 

 

     Good food  … 
 
   Great fellowship! 
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    Hope you all had a good summer vacation! 
                      Nancy, Steve & Whitney 
 
 


