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Dear Friends: 
 

My lead article this month is lengthy, as I wanted to provide you with some food for thought 
before our adult education course on “Atonement” April 3rd. I look forward to hearing your 
thoughts. Did Jesus die for our sins? 
 
Many Christians assert that Jesus died for human sins, explaining the necessity of his death as 
an act of atonement required by God, implicating God in Jesus’ death. Sage, secularist, Mark 
Twain quipped long ago, “There are many scapegoats for our sins, but the most popular is 
providence.” 
 
Innocent death demands explanation. We want to understand the tragic, appalling, torturous 
crucifixion of Jesus. Obsession in finding meaning led eleventh century Benedictine monk, 
Anselm, to develop a satisfaction theory of atonement. 
 
I confess that my view of eleventh and twelfth century feudalism is informed by the 1987 
comedy, The Princess Bride. In this movie, the chivalrous Inigo Montoya seeks to honor his 
dead father, repeatedly reciting his vengeful greeting, “Hello. My name is Inigo Montoya. You 
killed my father. Prepare to die.” When he meets the movie’s masked hero he asks, “Who are 
you?”  The stranger responds, “No one of consequence.”  Inigo, dramatically begs, “I must 
know!” to which the masked hero responds, “Get used to disappointment.”  I know I shouldn’t 
compare the strange hero with the man Jesus. I don’t find Jesus’ death humorous in the least, 
but it seems eccentric to me that versions of atonement, based in feudal chivalry, are still taken 
very seriously.  
 
Anselm’s theory, developed later by Thomas Aquinas, was genius in that it helped to explain 
several theological issues.1  As the supreme Lord, in a feudal economic system, all of creation 
was beneath and subject to God. Mere humans could never repay their debt to this ultimate 
patron for their sinful estrangement. Anselm theorized that God wanted to restore fellowship. 
Since it was man’s debt, humans ought to pay it, but the enormous sum could only be paid by 
God. The only solution was for God to become human, yet still divine, in one body to satisfy the 
debt. Atonement explains why God became human, the two natures of Jesus, and salvation. 
                                                 
1
 Anselm, “The Logic of Atonement” in Readings in Christian Theology, eds. Peter C. Hodgson and Robert H. King (Minneapolis: 
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The restoration of human nature depended upon the restoration of God’s honor as justice owed 
to God. Within the feudal system of governance, wealth, merit, social and political standing were 
owed to Lords for protecting their vassals. Vassals in return owed loyalty and honor to their 
Lords. Human insubordination was assumed to have injured God’s honor, which could only be 
remedied with punishment or a satisfying ritual. Only someone sinless, of high rank, could fulfill 
such a duty. While Jesus Christ did not owe any of the debt, he willingly offered up “his 
humanity to his divinity.”2  For such an undeserved sacrifice, it was expected that the just 
ultimate patron would bestow a reward. It would be absurd for God to reward God’s self, so it 
follows that the reward would go to whoever Christ chose. Thus, Jesus passed on to humans 
the gift of restorative salvation, acquired by his dying and the reinstatement of justice. 
 
A central problem with satisfaction by atonement is the implied nature of God, along with the 
reduction of incarnation to an intra-Trinitarian arrangement. Contained Trinitarian agency 
deflects God’s presence in particular human lives and diminishes the need for human agency. 
God is portrayed as a patriarchal feudal Lord who is an ego-maniac more concerned about his 
honor than human life. He can be bought. If He cares so much about relationships, what 
example is he giving in relation to his son?  I envision Inigo Montoya explaining to the masked 
hero his plan to kill him to regain honor, to which the hero responds, “That does put a damper 
on our relationship.”  What kind of a loving God requires abuse and human sacrifice?   
 
Beyond God’s nature, suffering is sanctioned with God’s approval. Jesus’ suffering, self-
sacrifice, and obedience are depicted as salvic values which Christians, especially women and 
the oppressed, have been encouraged to emulate.3  This doctrine has been used as a weapon 
of control to maintain abusive relationships. Meanwhile perpetual survivor guilt remains from 
Jesus’ death. Beyond guilt, suffering and oppression, the doctrine mandates war and violence 
for God’s honor, inciting bloody Crusades against Muslims and Jews. 
 
The Crusades depict a tragic time in Christian history of vigilante violence claiming God’s justice 
without due process. Sacrifice and scapegoating were conflated and commingled with ancient 
concepts of blood-magic purification beliefs. With God as an ultimate patron judge, rituals 
emerged to pay back penalties, creating a materialistic economy, lacking salvation’s true 
elements of reconciliation, justice, and a restored life-giving community. 
 
Jesus resisted the material over the spiritual, and “the greedy urge of monopolistic ownership,” 
asserts theologian Delores S. Williams.4  She reminds us that Jesus conquered sin by 
resistance to the devil’s temptations, (Matthew 4:1-11) not by his death on the cross. 
Theologians Rosemary Radford Ruether and Elizabeth Johnson point out that Jesus 
condemned oppressive hierarchies while representing, “the emptying of the patriarchal throne.”5  
Johnson states that Christ’s crucifixion does not satisfy God’s honor, rather God joins the 
marginalized and is compassionately “poured out” in Christ. Catherine Keller adds that salvation 
is not something done on one’s own, nor done for us; rather it is “an open-ended inter-activity. 

                                                 
2
 Ibid, 214. 

3 Darby Kathleen Ray, Deceiving the Devil: Atonement, Abuse, and Ransom (Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim Press, 1998), 58.  
4
 Delores S. Williams, “Black Women’s Surrogacy Experience and the Christian Notion of Redemption” in Cross Examinations, ed. 

Marit Trelstad (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Fortress, 2006), 31. 
5
 Serene Jones, Constructive Theology: A Contemporary Approach to Classic Themes, eds. Serene Jones and Paul Lakeland 

(Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Fortress, 2005), 182. 
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and a mystery in process” as the Christ remains mysteriously veiled, or masked, but revealed by 
his actual life.6  
 
Reaffirming salvation as something that occurs in process in the present, revealed through the 
life-restoring acts of Jesus, reconstructs the meaning of his death. Christian Ethicist, Carol Robb 
states, “The death of Jesus was not a sacrifice demanded by God; it was an act of political 
suppression of the Romans.”7  Robb indicates that early Christian communities did not see 
Jesus’ death as atonement for sins. Rather, Jesus was murdered by a powerful state which saw 
him as a subversive leader, resisting political, economic, and social injustices and encouraging 
his followers to do the same. 
 
Jesus’ murder was not an act of God. Can God forgive such wild accusations?  God was on 
Jesus’ side loving and restoring him to life. God is on the side of the weak. Humans committed 
the violence. Rather than obsessing about Jesus Christ’s identity and the meaning of his death, 
Catherine Keller encourages us to discern and act upon his priorities.8  Hopefully we will allow a 
masked Jesus, we will never fully know, to lure us into relational satisfactions with our warming 
earth and its diverse communities, before our planet echoes the dramatic words of Inigo 
Montoya, “Prepare to die.” 
 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
6 Catherine Keller, On the Mystery: Discerning Divinity in Process, (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2008), 147-148. 
7 Carol Robb, Wind, Sun, Soil, Spirit: Biblical Ethics and Climate Change, (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2010), 125. 
8 Keller, 140. 
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FIRST FRIDAY –  
April 1st, 5:00-8:00 p.m.,  
 
Don’t miss this chance to learn from Liz 
Block, District Water Coordinator, how 
to remove your lawn and replace it with 
a beautiful, water-saving landscape, 
using a State rebate. Rick Gillies, 
owner of Mountain Garden Nursery, will 
share his plant expertise, plants will be 
for sale, and refreshments provided. 
 
Volunteers are needed to donate 
snacks and/or help with hospitality. 
Please contact Jan Roberts or Laurie 
Rude-Betts. 
 
 
WOMEN’S RETREAT - Sunday, April 
3 (leaving from the   church) - 
Monday, April 4  
 
The “Paso Robles Inn” is 
offering us a group rate 
of $135 (+ tax) for their 
‘traditional’ rooms. If two women are 
sharing a room, it would be ½ of that.  
 
If you would like to participate, please 
contact the reservations department (1-
800-676-1713) of the Paso Robles Inn 
as soon as possible, and request a 
room in the ‘Tehachapi Community 
Church’ block. Each person will be 
responsible for their own payment. 
 

 
ADULT EDUCATION 
 
Next Sunday, April 3rd, we will begin a 
new series of classes on Progressive 
Christianity, focusing on Bishop John 
Shelby Spong.  
 
The classes will be led by Pastor 
Nancy. The first topic will be Guilt-Filled 
Zombies & Why Atonement Theology 
Kills Christianity. 
 

BIRTHING KIT EVENT IN BUENA 
PARK NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 
 
On Saturday, April 9, our friends from 
Aid Africa are making 700 sanitary 
birthing kits to ensure the lives of poor 
mothers and their newborns in rural 
villages in Uganda. Can you commit a 
few hours of your time to join other 
amazing volunteers in this life-saving 
work? Can you give a donation of $5 or 
more to support this worthwhile effort? 
 
Jan Roberts 
 
 
 
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
 
All are invited to join with 
the Carmichael family 
to witness and celebrate 
a vow renewal ceremony 
on Sunday, April 17th, at 12:15 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. Oh Happy Day! 
 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS DELIVERY –  
April 18-April 29 
 
We have been asked to 
deliver Meals on Wheels, 
Monday-Friday, for two 
weeks. Volunteers are asked to pick-up 
the hot meals at the Senior Center by 
10:45 a.m. each day, and then deliver to 
an area fairly close to the Center. The 
delivery time should take no longer than 
1½ hours. This is a service that can be 
performed by one, but it is more fun if one 
person drives and the other delivers. 
 
The sign-up sheet is on the table in 
Friendship Hall. Please join us in this 
worthwhile effort. You will enjoy it! 
 
Laurie-Rude Betts 
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EARTH DAY – SOUP SUPPER & 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Friday, April 22nd, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Plans are beginning for an 
Earth Day Community 
Outreach to provide our 
church neighborhood with 
information about earthquake 
safety, as well as environmental 
opportunities for recycling and reducing 
waste.  
 
If you are passionate about earth 
stewardship or community safety and 
would like to be included in this event, 
please contact Pastor Nancy. 
 

 
NORTHERN ASSOCIATION MEETING – 
April 23rd, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Please contact Pastor Nancy if you wish 
to carpool! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION – April 24th  
 
We will celebrate the church’s 
anniversary following the 
church service. If you would 
like to make a recipe from a 
cookbook the church created in 1951, the 
cookbook is beside the photocopy 
machine in the office. Yum … Interesting 
to look through it and read the names. 
 
 

PILGRIM PINES SUMMER CAMP 
 
It’s time to register children for camp! 
Pilgrim Pines is accepting applications 
for campers online at 
http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/summer-
camp.html. There are scholarships 
available at this same website, but they 
will not last, so apply NOW! Camp dates 
begin the last week of June and extend 
through July.  
 
Some children from our church are 
planning to attend the week of July 18-
23.If you would like to go then, please let 
Pastor Nancy know. If your child would 
like to go a different week, speak to 
Pastor Nancy, as there may be others 
wanting to carpool together. 
 

 
BUDGET TEAM 
 
The Budget Team met the end of 
February and approved the following 
changes: 
 
 ♦Eliminate the Tehachapi News ad  
     (canceled as of March 31) 
 
 ♦Re-configure garbage can situation  
     (service changed – no blue bin) 
 
 ♦Change building cleaning service to 
      someone in the congregation (one- 
      month notice given; new service to   
      start May 1) 
 
As no expense has changed in the first 
quarter, the Team will meet in April to 
discuss other possible changes to further 
reduce our debt. 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Trustee 
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PEARLS OF AFRICA CHILDREN’S 
HOME SEEKS BOARD MEMBERS! 
 
Last spring, the 
M’nM’s campaign to 
help “our kids” in 
southern Uganda 
raised over 
$1,000—a huge success! That money 
went for daily expenses, housing, 
educational needs, and health care for 
the home’s 28 children. 
 
As of January, the orphanage is a non-
profit 501(c)(3), the Pearls of Africa 
Orphan Support Fund. As Secretary, I 
would love someone from TCC to support 
Rosette and her wonderful kids by being a 
board member. The board meets by 
phone just a few times per year—time 
well spent! 
 
Jan Roberts 
 

 
SHARING CULTURES, CHANGING 
LIVES (Time is running out!) 
 
Each year, EF High 
School Exchange Year 
connects thousands of 
international exchange 
students with caring host families in the 
United States. Exchange brings cultures 
together, opens communities to the wider 
world, and creates lifelong friendships that 
span the globe. 
 
THS has room for two more students this 
school year—could yours be the family 
that welcomes a new member and shares 
in the EF experience? If so, contact Jan 
Roberts or EF Coordinator Caren at 
carenwallace@efexchangeyear.org, or phone 
her at 661-599-5900 immediately. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT –  
February 2016 
 
  Income  $ 7,714.78 
  Expense                   $8,600.40 
  Deficit                    <$   885.62> 
 
We paid Equal Exchange expenses to 
restock products as inventory was 
extremely low. Otherwise, other expenses 
were normal. See you next month! 
 
Michele Brown, Treasurer 
 

 
ATTENTION:  ALL SAVEMART SHARES 
CARD HOLDERS 
 
As of April 1, your cards are no longer 
valid! Please discard them.  
 
I am working with Savemart to enroll our 
church in a required computer program so 
we can still receive their money for 
shopping. This will take at least one more 
week before we are activated. As soon as 
I have all the details, I will let you know 
how to proceed when you check out at 
the store. 
 
Thanks for your patience! 
 
Joanne Beckett 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP GROUPS SIGN UP   
 

A great way to feel part of 
TCCCUCC is to get to know your 
fellow congregants better by 

being part of fellowship groups.   
 
Sign up in friendship hall to join these fun 
groups of 6 to 8 people who get together 
for a meal or an occasion. 
 
Laurie Rude-Betts 
 


