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     June – 2015 

Greetings Friends! 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you looking forward to the sunny days of summer. Perhaps, 
like me, you look forward to some vacation time and catching up with friends and family. 
Whatever your plans, I hope that you find yourself opening up a book or two, while 
traveling to see loved ones, or simply sitting still in your favorite spot. 
 
I want to suggest several book possibilities for your summer reading. I am reading, “The 
Case for God” by Karen Armstrong, and I would be delighted to have a discussion with 
anyone else who cares to read this inspiring book. A second book, “Missional: Joining 
God in the Neighborhood” by Alan Roxburgh, encourages us to see where and how God 
is working in the 21st century world, suggesting God is active outside the sanctuary, and 
the church should be, too. I intend to encourage some church group discussions from this 
book. 
 
I also hope to read two other books by this fall:  The International Bank of Bob, by Bob 
Harris, and Hand to Mouth: Life in Bootstrap America, by Linda Tirado. Both of these 
books have been chosen by the Kern County Library for community discussion through 
the “One Book, One Kern” program. Our church will host a community discussion 
sometime in the fall. The book by Bob Harris is excellent and entertaining, but doesn’t 
lend itself to discussion as well as the second book. Linda Tirado’s book realistically 
(warning: and with profanity) describes the struggles of the working poor. Both books are 
meant to enlighten readers about hopeful working class entrepreneurship. Discussion 
groups will learn about micro-lending options, such as Kiva Microfunds. I have asked if a 
Kiva Fellow could come and speak at our church. I’ll keep you posted. 
 
May you find time this summer to read and ponder the stars in the sky - looking and 
listening for our Stillspeaking God. 
 
Blessed June, 
Pastor Nancy 
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FIRST FRIDAY IN JUNE 
 
First Friday is one of our 
service and outreach 
missions of the church. This 
is a way to have fun with the 
community, to inform the 
community, share with our 
community, and many more ideas.  
 
The theme for First Friday in  June will be 
an Intergenerational Game Night. Come 
join the fun! 
 

 
Wednesday, June 10th – Hurricane 
Harbor! – You will get wet! 
 
Kindly RSVP to Pastor Nancy by 
Sunday, June 7th, if you are interested 
in attending. Permission slips will be 
required. 
 
VBS RETREAT & CAMPING – Friday 
evening – Sunday Noon, June 26-28th  
 
Children of all ages, meet at the church 
Friday evening and Saturday for a fun 
Vacation Bible School program focused 
on G-Force: God’s Love in Action. 
This mission-focused VBS helps kids 
experience God’s unstoppable love. 
They will enjoy exploring the Bible 
through imagery of kid-friendly 
transportation, such as skateboards, 
running shoes, roller blades, and more.  
Teenage youth will be welcome to help 
lead events for younger children. 
 
The VBS Retreat will be followed by a 
family camp out at Tehachapi Mountain 
Park. The church retreat weekend ends 
with worship Sunday morning at 
Tehachapi Mountain Park and a potluck 
BBQ. YUM! 
 

ANNUAL GATHERING 2015 

Unexpected Journeys 
Chapman University - Orange, California 
Friday-Saturday, June 5-6, 2015 
 
Mark your 
calendars now and 
plan to attend the 
2015 Annual 
Gathering of the 
United Church of 
Christ in Southern 
California and 
Nevada.  
 
This year's theme, Unexpected 
Journeys, will allow our conference to 
explore some of the surprising, fresh and, 
well, unexpected ways that God is calling 
us all into covenant, into community and 
into various expressions of church. 
 
 

 
PILGRIM PINES CAMP & 
CONFERENCE CENTER – Camp 
counselors are still needed! 
 
This requires being over 16 years of 
age and a willingness to volunteer for 
one week, by mostly just keeping an 
eye on kids and participating in the 
planned program. Counselors play an 
important role by simply being there for 
campers, but there are blessings in 
return. 
 
Please go online to learn more at 
http://pilgrimpinescamp.org/indes.html.  
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THANK YOU …  
 
Many of you know that Jan Combs 
recently took a trip to Panama with her 
daughter to visit her granddaughter, 
Meredith, who is in the Peace Corps 
there. What you may not know is that 
the Global Mission Team voted for her 
to take $100 to be used for projects 
there. This is the letter that Meredith 
wrote: 
 
Dear Tehachapi Community 
Congregational Church, 
 
Saludos desde Panama. I would like to 
take the time to thank all of you for your 
very generous donation to my projects 
here in Panama. As a Peace Corps 
Volunteer here, I work in a rural 
community in the indigenous 
reservation of the Ngok-Bugle people. 
Many people in my community do not 
have access to electricity and running 
water is scarce. With your donation 
money, I plan to buy materials for 
cataloging over 3,000 books which I am 
using to build a school library. Books of 
any kind in rural Panama are scarce 
and I hope to get kids more excited 
about reading and learning through the 
books in the library. 
 
Thank you again. I’ll send photos via 
email once I have made more progress. 
 
Best, 
 
Meredith Comnes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGNUPS FOR FRIENDSHIP HALL 
REFRESHMENTS 
 
We are beginning a 
new way of providing 
refreshments in 
Friendship Hall after 
worship on Sundays. 
Beginning today, we 
are asking for sign-up 
volunteers to provide coffee setup, 
goodies to share, and clean up. These 
can be divided up into two or three jobs, 
or combined into one job … it’s up to 
you.  
 
A sign-up sheet is being circulated and 
we are asking everyone to take their 
turn at providing coffee and finger food 
suitable for eating from a napkin, clean-
up duties—which could be as simple as 
emptying the coffee pot of grounds and 
putting away a table cloth, if we only 
use paper cups and napkins. Other-
wise, coffee cups would have to be 
washed as well.  
 
We wish to keep the refreshments 
simple so that we all feel comfortable 
taking our turn providing hospitality to 
our fellow church friends. 
 
Thank you for your willingness to serve! 
 
Laurie Rude-Betts 
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COVENANT SMALL GROUPS TO 
FORM   
 
In June, Pastor Nancy will be 
announcing the formation of Covenant 
Small Groups. These small groups will 
include up to 11 people, but seldom will 
all members be able to attend each 
meeting.  
 
The groups will 
plan to meet once 
a month for three 
months at any time 
of day—either at a 
host home for a 
potluck, at a 
restaurant for a Dutch treat meal, or 
any other fun venue—in order to build 
relationships and encourage some 
spiritual discussions. Our church family 
will be divided into about ten 
geographically selected groups.  
 
This is a great opportunity to get better 
acquainted with your fellow church 
friends and welcome new church 
members, while deepening your 
spirituality. We ask you to please attend 
once a month for the three months of 
summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
               April - 2015 
 
    Income   $ 8,531.65 
    Expenses   $12,178.61 
    Deficit       <$ 3,646.96 
 
On a plus note, our pledges for the first 
four months should total $15,564, and 
we have received $15,724. The next 
four months will be the summer months 
and I hope to get close to the $15,564 
total. One never knows what can 
happen, but I can only hope that 
pledges remain constant. 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


