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Dear Friends, 
 
May was always my favorite month growing up in Minnesota.  After a long cold winter, 
May provided signs of spring, flowers, beautiful dawns, and the welcome warmth of a 
closer sun.  May was a hope-filled bridging month between two intense seasons. 
 
I write today, knowing we could use a bit more hope and sunshine pouring into our lives.   
My heart grieves seeing Baltimore’s turmoil, Nepal’s devastating earthquake, Syrian 
refugees starving and smuggled for profit, and a divided American Congress frozen and 
weakened due to political differences. 
 
What is our role in any of this? 
 
I believe we get to play the part of “May.”  We can be the hope-filled bridging space-
makers between intense seasons of rivalry or despair.  This is a vital role in our world 
today. 
 
This week, I went with Joey Williams, the Director of Faith in Action Kern County, to meet 
with the Kern County Sheriff’s Department, and leaders from probation, juvenile hall and 
mental health.  The purpose for our meeting was to build networking bridges to improve 
safety in our communities and restorative justice for inmates released under AB109.  
Understanding, research, and building relationships are the keys for successful 
functioning or needed changes. 
 
You may have seen ministers in Baltimore played that bridging role on the night of 
Freddie Gray’s funeral, by getting in-between the angry crowd and the police to decrease 
tensions.  They were crucial bridges over very troubled waters. 
 
Few of us will be brave enough to stand in the midst of an angry riot, but we are all 
bridges through support to Our Church’s Wider Mission.  Your support is already 
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providing aid to people in Nepal and to Syrian refugees.  Strengthening those bridges with 
our financial support is a great response. 
 
Perhaps our hardest bridging occurs when we invite someone with opposing political 
views to meet us, so to speak, out on the bridge.  Imagine, making friends and listening to 
one another, rather than choosing sides.  This is hard work, but vital bridge repair. 
 
May your May—officially Mental Health Month—be filled with sunshine and hope, and 
may you be a bridge for others. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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FIRST FRIDAY IN MAY 
 
First Friday is one of 
our service and 
outreach missions of 
the church. This is a 
way to have fun with the 
community, to inform the community, 
share with our community, and many 
more ideas.  
 
First Friday in May will feature dancing 
under the May Pole and creating May 
baskets – flowers to share with neighbors 
and friends! 
 
Do you have ideas for future First Friday 
programs or activities? Please share them 
with Julie St. John and Laurie Betts. 
 
 
 
Dear Youth and Parents, 
 
During Lent I enjoyed Tuesday 
afternoons getting to know some 
amazing young people. We are not 
meeting regularly on Tuesdays now, 
but I would like to invite you to join us 
for the following events: 
 
♦Sunday, May 3rd:  
Rush Air Sports (A 
trampoline park) in 
Bakersfield at 3500 
Buck Owens Boulevard, 
followed by ice cream 
at Rosemary’s Creamery. We will 
leave directly from the church after the 
10:30 a.m. service ends. Children of all 
ages, friends, and parents are 
welcome. Rush Air Sports requires 
parents or guardians to sign waivers 
in order for children to participate. 
These waivers can be signed online at 
http://rushairsports.com. Please 

RSVP to Pastor Bacon at 661-900-
5536 by Saturday, May 2nd, so that we 
can be sure we will have enough 
drivers. 
 
♦Saturday, May 16th:  Youth Lock-In 
Come to the church basement for 
dinner at 6:00 p.m. and an all-nighter 
of games, getting acquainted, games, 
laughter, movies, more games, and 
hopefully some sleep. Friends are 
welcome with signed permission slips. 
 
♦Wednesday, June 10th:  Hurricane 
Harbor - You will get wet! 
 
♦Friday Evening-Sunday 
Noon, June 26-28th:  
VBS Retreat & 
Camping  
Children of all ages, 
meet at the church 
Friday evening and 
Saturday for a fun 
Vacation Bible 
School program 
focused on G-Force: God's Love in 
Action. Come explore the Bible 
through kid-friendly transportation, such 
as skateboards, running shoes, roller 
blades, and more. Teenage Youth are 
needed to help lead events for younger 
children.  
 
The VBS retreat will be followed by a 
family camp out at Tehachapi 
Mountain Park. The retreat weekend 
ends with worship Sunday morning at 
Tehachapi Mountain Park and a 
potluck BBQ. YUM!   
 
Let’s have some fun, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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TREASURER’S REPORTS 
 
Treasurer’s Report for February, 2015 
 
   Income  $7108.21 
   Expenses  $8393.64 
   Deficit        <$1285.43> 
 
A good income goal for us each month would be anything over $8,000. We are getting 
there, but no cigar yet! There were no expenses out of the ordinary this month, just us 
doing the normal spring expenses. 
 
As part of the clean-up on Saturday the 21st, the Safe Room in the office had an 
overhauling. All old financial files from the 1970’s through 2007 were removed and sent to 
a shredding company in Bakersfield for legal disposal. The Safe Room is now cleared of 
clutter and can be better used by the secretary and pastor. The photo albums containing 
our history of events are now housed in boxes and available for reference. 
 
The Stewardship Committee will be meeting in March to discuss stewardship ideas and 
future financial plans for the church. 
 
Treasurer’s Report March 2015 
 
   Income   $9980.58 
   Expense  $9079.58 
   Positive  $  901.00  Yeah! 
 
   Our Facility Use income was $575  
   Our rental income was $697 
   Our offering was $6660 
   Global Missions income $867.35 
   Equal Exchange income $897.07 
   Recycle income $77.59 
   Easter flowers $150 
   Miscellaneous income $5 
 

Our Sierra checking account has a balance of $27,275.82 as of 3/31/2015 
Our Savings account has $85,765.72 
Our 1st Quarter income (Jan– Mar) was $24,669.54 which includes all sources of income. 
Our 1st Quarter expense was $28,819.40 
1st quarter ended with a deficit of <$4,149.86> 
 
The Stewardship committee has met and also talked with the Leadership Team about areas 
in our church where improvements can be made. They also agree our church is so much 
better off financially than other small churches they have known. We are a growing church in 
so many ways! They are hopeful our financial situation can be improved and will be 
discussing ideas to that end. They will be meeting again in May. 

 
I am always willing to discuss any issues you have. Just let me know if you have any questions.

Joanne Beckett, Treasurer 
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GLOBAL MISSION GATHERING 
 

On Saturday, May 23rd, our Conference 
Global Mission Churches will hold a 
spring gathering and international food 
faire potluck at Irvine UCC, 4915 Alton 
Parkway. Please come and help us 
celebrate with our GM family and hear 
and share information on all the exciting 
GM activities. You will hear from leaders 
who have recently returned from Cuba, 
Palestine, Japan, Africa and South 
America and get the latest GM trip 
information for upcoming mission visits. 
 
We will gather at 10:00 a.m. in Plummer 
Hall (the small dome building in the 
middle of the parking) for registration 
and to drop off your potluck dish. Please 
bring a dish that is representative of 
somewhere you have visited or plan to 
visit in your global mission activities. 
IUCC will be bringing Japanese and 
South American dishes as we just 
visited Japan in October and have a trip 
to Ecuador planned for this summer. We 
will most likely be asking for dishes that 
serve 8 people and ask for each global 
mission church to bring a couple.  
Please bring a note card that is 
descriptive of the tradition and 
ingredients associated with your dish, so 
we can place it on the serving table. 
IUCC will provide the drinks, plates, 
napkins and utensils. 
 
Please bring signup sheets and detailed 
information on your church or partner 
global mission activities for use in the 
afternoon sharing session. Rev. Loletta 
Barrett has provided us an activity report 
format and an example on how to use it 
which I am sending to you separately. 
Please use this form to report your GM 
activities.  
 
Our plan for the day: 

♦10:45 to 11:00: Opening prayer, intro-
ductions and remarks from Pastor Paul 
Tellstrom IUCC and from David Roger 
and Nancy Fowler; SCNC Global 
Ministry co-chairs.  
 
♦11:00  to 1:00:  Presentations from our 
11 Global Mission churches and some 
of our missionaries and partners on their 
recent, current and planned global 
mission activities; with emphasis on the 
effects being a global mission church 
has had on their congregations and has 
on them personally.  
 
♦1:00 to 2:00: potluck & social gathering 
in Plummer Hall 
 
♦2:00 to 2:30:  UCC Sanctuary.. 
Becoming a Global Mission Church ; a 
presentation on what it means to be a 
Global Mission Church and how to do it. 
(UCC materials on' becoming a Global 
Mission Church will be shared)  
  
♦2:00 to 3:30: Plummer Hall.  More 
detailed information on activities of our 
global mission churches and partners 
with interest list and participation 
signups for all events open to 
participation of  existing and in process 
global mission churches.   
 
Looking forwarding to seeing you all on 
the  May 23rd and sharing our exciting  
GM plans and experiences . Please 
RSVP to me at rwromine@aol.com and 
let me know who will represent your 
church and how many you expect can 
attend . Also, if you need more info you 
can call me at (949) 378-9032 
 
Best Regards,  
 
Randy Romine  
Irvine UUC Global Mission Chair 
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FAITH IN ACTION KERN COUNTY - 
Congregational Training Session - Sunday, 
May 24th from Noon-2:00 p.m. 
  
On this potluck Sunday, Grab your food 
and join in a training session led by Joey 
Williams, Director of Faith in Action Kern 
County, to learn how our church can 
participate in local actions to improve lives 
for people living throughout Kern County.  
Mark your calendars! 
 

 
ANNUAL GATHERING 2015 

Unexpected Journeys 
Chapman University - Orange, California 
Friday-Saturday, June 5-6, 2015 
 
Mark your 
calendars now and 
plan to attend the 
2015 Annual 
Gathering of the 
United Church of 
Christ in Southern 
California and 
Nevada.  
 
This year's theme, Unexpected 
Journeys, will allow us to explore some 
of the surprising, fresh and, well, unex-
pected ways that God is calling us all into 
covenant, into community and into various 
expressions of church. 
 

 
The St. John Family would like 
to express their appreciation for 
all the cards, prayers and 
condolences on the passing of 
their son and brother, Daniel.  

 
Your thoughts and prayers were very much 
appreciated! 
 

 

FROM THE GREEN TEAM …         
 

Sweet Recycling will take place 
on May 21st, the 3rd Thursday of 
the month, at 1:30 p.m. Meet at 
the Albertson’s parking lot. 
 

 
Savory Recycling will 
take place on May 28th, 
the 4th Thursday of the 
month, at 12:00 noon, at 
the Apple Shed. Bring 
your newspapers, magazine, cardboard, 
phonebooks, shredded paper, junk mail, 
tin cans, as well as scrap plastic, scrap 
glass and CRV (California Redemption 
Value) glass, plastic and aluminum. 
  
Julie St. John 
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 

On April 19th, we celebrated the 87th 
Anniversary of the founding of the 
Tehachapi Community Congregational 
Church – UCC, and the 25th wedding 
anniversary of Pastor Nancy & Steve. 
Congratulations! 
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PILGRIM PINES CAMP AND 

CONFERENCE CENTER 

It’s time to register for summer 

camp!  Please go online and make 

reservations at 

http://pilgrimpinescamp.org/index.

html.  CAMPERSHIPS ARE 

AVAILABLE at this website, but you 

need to apply during MAY.  Don’t 

miss out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilgrim Pines 2015 Summer Camp 
Registration is now available! 

CAMPERSHIP applications are now 
available! 

 
PROGRAMS 

Week 0, July 1-4: Big Feet, Little Feet  
Week 1, July 5-11 
Week 2, July 12-18 
Week 3, July 19-25 

Week 4, July 26-August 1 
 

MINI CAMP (Grades 1-3) 
  
Mini Land is a special place 
where campers entering 1st 
through 3rd grade stay and 
play at Pilgrim Pines. Minis 
get to swim, hike to see 
Smokey the Bear at the 
Ranger Station, do crafts, 

eat a s'more at campfire, and create their 
own Vespers service with help from the 
Pastor at Camp and Music Director.                            

Junior Camp (Grades 3-6))Junior Camp 
is the biggest camp around! Pilgrim Pines 
can host up to 50 Juniors, entering 4th 
through 6th grade, in their very own 
camp. Our Juniors get to start the day 
with an early morning Polar Bear Dip. 
They collect beads to commemorate 
hikes, dances, learning about 
environmental justice, the talent show, 
Vespers service, dressing up for the 
Theme Dinner and many more 
challenging and fun camp experiences! 
 
Jr. High Camp (Grades 7 & 8) 
Jr. Highers can build 
the signature Pilgrim 
Pines Community by 
forming long-lasting 
relationships with 
other campers. They learn how to 
express themselves and form personal 
and unique opinions on what faith and 
justice mean to them. Those entering 7th 
and 8th grade are able to brave some of 
the toughest rites of passage at Pilgrim 
Pines! Campers hike, climb the 40 foot 
wall, participate in the low ropes course, 
sleep out under the stars, and sing and 
dance at campfires. 
 
SENIOR HIGH CAMP (Entering Grades 
9 - 2015 Graduate) - Senior Highers are 
free to be themselves, participate in small 
group discussion times, swim, hike, act in 
the talent show, relax with other campers 
their age and are encouraged to take 
initiative in camp activities, leadership 
and worship. Those entering 9th through 
12th grades or just graduating high 
school are the only age group able to 
select a camp week to their fancy.
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PINESTERS  (Adults 22 and up) 
Pinesters are special needs 
adults ages 22 or older. We 
welcome our adult campers 
with lots of TLC and look 
forward to spending time 
together playing with the 
parachute, games on the Field of 
Dreams, doing crafts, swimming, archery, 
singing songs, hiking to visit Smokey the 
Bear at the Ranger Station, and building 
community in this special place of love 
and compassion. Additional Pinester 
Forms are required for registration.  
 
NOTE: All first time Pinesters MUST 
attend Pilgrim Pines' open house in order 
to make sure that our camp is right for 
them. To ensure a good fit we cannot 
make exceptions to the Open House 
Policy. 
 
Peppermint Ridge 

A partnership between "The Ridge" and 
the UCC began in 1965. Hundreds of 
campers have come to camp together 
during Week 1 of camp, some blended 
with other Pinester Campers and some 
with their very own staff. Peppermint 
Ridge is sponsored by the UCC and 
some of our Peppermint Ridge campers 
have been in the Pinester program for 
over 40 years! What a great week to  
spend at camp! Additional Pinester 
Forms are required for registration. 
 
Pinecones (15 - 21 years old) 

Pinecones are 15 through 21 year olds 
with special needs. Pinecones have their 
own exciting week at camp doing 
archery, tackling the climbing wall, 
visiting Smokey the Bear at the Ranger 
Station, doing crafts, dancing, swimming, 
hiking, and singing at campfire 

Seedlings (10 - 14 years old) 

Seedlings are campers ages 10 through 
14 years old with special needs. During 

their special week of camp, 
caring counselors help to 
create cherished memories, 
loving journeys and FUN time. 
Seedlings have fun and 
fellowship through games, 

crafts, hiking, singing, drum circles, 
swimming and worship.  
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Bring your family and friends or just come on 
your own to play and worship with us while taking 
in some of our beautiful landscape! 

Tehachapi Community Congregational Church’s 

ALL CHURCH CAMPOUT 

and Worship  

at Tehachapi Mountain Park 
 

When: June 27th - 28th 
What to bring: Everything you’ll need to stay as 
   long as you like (including chairs) and a dish to share 
   at our after church potluck (contact Leslie at (805) 285-8734 
    or lesliet60@gmail.com for side dish or dessert sign up and camp fee) 
What will be provided: Hamburgers, Hot Dogs & 
   all the fixin's for Saturday night BBQ plus Smores 
   for roasting afterwards 
COST: $2.00 per camper over age 4 (no cost to attend church 
    and potluck on Sunday only) 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


