
No Greater Love!
John 15:9-17!

by Rev. Nancy Bacon!!
Happy Mother’s Day!!
!
Later today, one of my best friends has invited my family and 
Steve’s parents to her house for a Mother’s Day dinner, with her 
family and her parents.  I’m supposed to bring the desserts.  
Whenever my friend invites me to do something with her and I tell 
her I can’t because I have to write a sermon, she composes 
sermons on the spot for me, so that I can go and play.  They 
usually go something like this:!
!
“Jesus loves you…Let’s just meditate on that for the next ten 
minutes.”!
!
I know that my friend loves me and it is great to have such love.!
!
Would she lay down her life for me?  I don’t know about that…but 
she’s been about as faithful as a friend could be.  She and I see 
many things about the world differently, but that doesn’t get in the 
way of our 15 year friendship.  How boring it would be to only 
have friends that are just like me.!
!
Today’s scripture tells us to love one another, everyone - not just 
folks like ourselves - and that no one has greater love than to give 
up one’s life for their friend.!
!
That’s a beautiful, memorable, line, but not the best translation.  
The Greek word, philos, translated “friends” would be better as 
“loved ones.”   Jesus told his disciples they were more than just 1
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friends, they were his loved ones and nobody has greater love 
than to give up one’s life for ones loved ones.!
!
I hope I would be brave enough to give up my life for my friend 
and loved ones, if ever I had to.!
!
When I think about people giving up their lives for others, I think 
about soldiers, police officers, and fire fighters - those who seek 
to protect us, whom I am indebted to.  I also think about Jesus 
and his sacrifice, which is hard to fully comprehend, but I know 
such acts make me want to live a life honorable of such sacrifice.!
!
It reminds me of my favorite war movie, “Saving Private Ryan,” 
which is loosely based on a true story of the Niland brothers. !2
!
In the movie, four brothers with the last name “Ryan” invade 
Normandy during World War II.  Three of the brothers are killed 
quickly and all three telegrams will be arriving on the same day to 
notify their mother.  The forth brother, Private Ryan, is missing in 
action.  The war department sends a message to an officer, 
played by Tom Hanks, that his new mission is to find Private Ryan 
and send him home safely to his mom.  I don’t want to ruin the 
movie for you, if you haven’t seen it, but some people end up 
giving their lives so that Ryan can be found and saved.!
!
One of the dying men says to Ryan, “Earn this.  Earn it.”!
!
Then, years later, the movie ends wondering if he had…if he had 
earned it…if he had lived worthy of the lives of others.!
!
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Perhaps this would be a better sermon two weeks from now, 
when it is Memorial Weekend and we honor our dead soldiers - 
maybe I’ll recycle this sermon and see if you notice…!
!
The irony is, this is Mother’s Day, not Memorial Day, yet I believe 
some of the same things can be considered about our moms.!
!
Perhaps they didn’t fight in combat and offer their lives in such 
dramatic fashion, but many mothers throughout time have risked 
their lives to give birth.  In modern Western culture, most of the 
time childbirth is safe, but it’s risky business elsewhere.  Growing 
a person inside of you, (talk about taking the biblical line, “abide in 
my love” literally…) then delivering that body into the world - 
nurturing and caring for said person is also heroic.  There ought to 
be medals…!
!
Well, there have been.  France and Germany lost many people 
during the wars and low birthrates prompted their governments to 
create medals and awards for women who gave birth to many 
children.  !
!
What may be uncomfortable to talk about are some of the things 
that happen to a female body after multiple births…I won’t go 
there, but let us consider whether we have earned the lives our 
mothers housed and risked their health for.!
!
Are we worthy of their often unmentioned sacrifices?!
!
I don’t ask to create guilt, but rather to simply acknowledge 
unsung life protectors…those who offered up their physical 
bodies, and who save infants, toddlers, and sometimes 
teenagers, numerous times a day.!
!
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In some countries, Mother’s Day is associated with Jesus’ mother, 
Mary…a very young, brave, woman who could have been stoned 
to death for being pregnant and unwed.  She risked her life saying 
yes to Jesus.  Have you ever wondered who loved Jesus more, 
God or Mary?  Can we ever know?!
!
In the United Kingdom, “Mothering Sunday” recognized the 
“Mother Church.”  Workers were allowed this one day off to go 
and see their families by attending their home church.  The 
church they were reared in.  People were said to have gone “a 
mothering.” !3
!
Many countries honor mothers with a special day, but in different 
ways and for different reasons.!
!
Israel’s holiday honors a woman who never gave birth, but 
rescued many Jewish children from the Nazis.!
!
In Nepal, one week before the devastating earthquake last month, 
a Mother Pilgrimage was underway, based on the Hindu tradition, 
“Mata Tirtha Aunshi.”   This is an annual fifteen day event to 4

commemorate and honor mothers living and dead.  Those who 
have lost their mothers travel to the Mata Tirtha ponds, near 
Katmandu, in hopes of seeing their Mother’s face reflected in the 
pool - a holy reflected face - somewhat like seeing the face of 
God.  The journey of walking to the ponds and making pilgrimage 
is thought to bring peace to their mother’s soul.!
!
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I have been trying to learn how the villagers living near the pools 
and those in the midst of their pilgrimage faired during the 
earthquake.  I saw a headline on the web, that I couldn’t open, 
comparing Mother Earth in Katmandu to Miley Cyrus’ wrecking 
ball…so much devastation.!
!
It is my hope that those on pilgrimage were protected once more 
by their deceased mothers as they gazed into their divine faces.!
!
In your bulletin you can read how Mother’s Day was started in the 
United States.  I understand Anna Jarvis was displeased that the 
day became a commercialized “Hallmark Holiday,” but I find 
nothing overly sentimental about setting aside one day to 
appreciate the women we owe our lives to.  Let us earn those 
lives, with gratitude, by loving each other as Jesus commands - 
thus glorifying God and the long line of mothers and matriarchs 
who have brought us safely to this day.  Amen.!
!
!
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