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Yet to be Revealed… 
(1 John 3:1-7) 

 
 

Abide in God; love one another; and have faith are the themes 
that keep appearing in 1John.  And today’s reading tells us that 
“…what we will be has not yet been revealed…” 
 
I love that thought, especially on this Confirmation Sunday, when 
we celebrate the religious coming-of-age of some of our youth. 
 
What we will be has not yet been revealed - It’s pretty easy to 
sense that about young teens, but I think it’s also true for all of us 
at any age.  We continue to evolve into who we will be.  Each little 
step and action that we take shapes who we are and we we are 
becoming…sort of like the mystery of a seed or bulb opening up 
to the sun. 
 
I was inspired this week by the story of a young woman who 
saved up her babysitting money - to travel, then wired home for 
the rest of her money to stay and help support a school and 
orphanage at a place her heart called home, when one of the 
small girls began calling her “sister.”  The young American woman 
was far from wealthy, but full of joy, living into what she felt 
mattered - fully alive - blooming where she was transplanted. 
 
Our young teens may have dreams for their futures, and it will be 
delightful to watch how their abiding with God will twist and shape 
those dreams. 
 
Today’s reading assures us that no one who abides in God sins. 
 
“Sin” is such a strange word.  Too often we equate it with doing 
things we shouldn’t do, but in 1 John, especially, a true believer 
doesn’t sin because the primary sins are rejecting Jesus and 
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failure to practice having faith.  If the sins that matter are 
rejecting Jesus and dismissing faith, then any believer is without 
sin. 
 
Being a believer makes us God’s children…and what we will be 
has not yet been revealed…  imagine, God’s children must be 
pretty great…imagine continuing to live into being descended 
from God…that’s a pretty good pedigree…some pretty good 
genes. 
 
As believers in Jesus, 1 John’s entire message is simple, but 
hard:  Abide in God, love one another, and have 
faith….actually, maybe that could be an abbreviation for the 
entire bible. 
 
We know these simple truths, but in actual settings, they are hard 
to live by. 
 
There will be many times when our young confirmands and the 
rest of us will struggle with abiding in God, loving one another, 
and having faith.  How do you love Dzhokhar Tsarnaev the 
Boston Marathon bomber or Officer Slager who killed Walter 
Scott?  Walter Scott’s mother has shown amazing Christian 
religious practice, speaking of mercy and forgiveness alongside 
justice. 
 
How will our young people resolve conflicts if they feel called to 
serve our military and take someone else’s life?  What wars will 
they face?  How are we to be Christians, abiding in God, while 
loving our enemies? 
 
Coming of age bestows adult responsibilities in society and in the 
church.  Traditionally, it is a time of transition and recognized 
throughout cultures and religions in different ways:  1st 
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Communions; Bar and Bat Mitzvahs; Quinceaneras; Native 
American and aboriginal rituals, to name but a few.   
 
A genre for “coming of age” movies exists containing favorite films 
like:  “The Breakfast Club;” “Mean Girls;” “The Karate Kid;” 
“Spider Man;” “Sixteen Candles;” “Rebel without a Cause;” “The 
Perks of Being a Wallflower;” “The Sisterhood of the Traveling 
Pants;” “Dirty Dancing;” etc.  This genre of movies portrays real 
world issues teens and tweens encounter with classism, racism, 
bullying, intimacy, love, false friends, ethics, honor, integrity, and 
hypocrisy. 
 
Young teens are especially gifted at recognizing hypocrisy, 
especially in church.  How can we say one thing and do 
something else?  The church is not perfect - none of us are 
perfect - after all, we are children of God and sometimes we act 
like children, for good or for bad, but we cling to Christ for 
guidance, trust in God and practice forgiveness and mercy to the 
best of our ability. 
 
The act of Confirmation is only a beginning of learning to study 
God’s laws, religion, spirituality, and ethical responses to life.  We 
walk together as a church seeking to abide in God and discern 
God’s will for our community and our world and we uplift each 
other through loving service and practicing faith. 
 
1 John equates sin with lawlessness - the rejection of Jesus’ 
teachings as a moral compass.  Ironically, too often we see 
religious moral compasses of radical religions point in the 
direction of what appears to be violent lawlessness.  I believe 
these religions have hammered home the abiding in some version 
of God, without the important second piece:  “love one another.” 
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Abide in God, love one another, and have faith as we continue 
to come of age, all of us, at the different ages we are 
approaching. 
 
Abide in God, love one another, and have faith…let these 
basics rule your life, no matter your age, and watch how God 
unfolds and reveals the beauty God has placed in you.  Amen. 


