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        March – 2015 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  I hope this letter finds your Lenten practices 
increasing your inner peace and closeness to God. When I 
practice a prayer routine, it makes a big difference in my 
attitude and it strengthens me to deal with difficulties. It is easy 
for me to get busy and slip away from my routine, but I love 
Lent and this focusing time. I also love doing devotions with a 
group, because a group holds us all in check and group 
accountability increases our commitment to a chosen practice. 
 
Lent isn’t a time to endure self-denial, but rather a time to journey into the wilderness of 
our deeper selves. Prayers, dreams, art, walks - there are many ways of going deeper on 
this inner journey and we bump into God on this path of self-awareness.  
 
Too often, “We are estranged from God. Estranged from the origin and aim of our life.” 
This Paul Tillich quote represents his definition of sin. Estrangement, not the bad things 
we do or the good things we don’t do, but distance from ourselves and God leads us way 
off our soul’s intended path. 
 
There will be suffering accepting our rightful path. There is suffering no matter which path 
we choose, but our joy and heart’s delight as well, and God delights with us on the 
journey. 
 
May your Lenten practices be steady and fruitful. 
 
May God grant your heart’s desire, (Psalm 20:4) 
 
Pastor Nancy 
 

 



2 

 

CAN I GET A WITNESS? 
 
What is your faith story? It is good to 
share our stories of belief and doubt 
and the twists and turns that have led 
us to where we are now. What do you 
believe? What has shaped your faith? If 
you would be willing to share a brief 
version of your story on a Sunday 
morning, please let Pastor Nancy know. 
It helps build our relationships and the 
faith of others when we share our story. 
Thank you! 
 

 
START PLANNING NOW …  
 
A Passion for Collecting 
will be the theme of our 
March 6th First Friday 
exhibition. Featured will 
be an amazing papier mache art piece 
honoring Mexican artist Frieda Kahlo, 
created by our gifted new member, 
Helen McAllister. On a similar Latin 
theme will be religious art “retables,” 
lovingly collected by our good friend, 
Charles White. Other passions to be 
exhibited: glorious tea pots, sparkling 
antique jewelry, and unique art pottery.  
 
Now we need you to share your 
treasured collections and pack our hall 
with the beautiful, meaningful, and even 
bizarre things that give you joy, People 
collect everything, so anything goes! 
Plan to bring, display, and discuss your 
collection with friends and community 
visitors, while enjoying great 
conversation, yummy snacks, and 
excellent coffee or tea.  
 
Contact Laurie Betts or Jan Roberts 
to join the fun! 
 
 
 

LENTENT DEVOTIONS 
 
Please bring a brown bag lunch and join 
Pastor Nancy for Lenten Devotions each 
Thursday in March at 12:00 noon, in 
the Christian Education Building. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ALL CHURCH SPRING CLEANING & 
GARDENING - Saturday, March 28th, 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon – Followed by a 
Bar-B-Cue 
 
Please come and help 
spruce up the church 
before Easter. We will 
clean out our storage 
area, closets, the 
Sanctuary, and work 
in the garden. Please 
bring whatever cleaning or gardening 
gloves, supplies and tools that you like to 
work with.  
 
Many hands make light work! 
 

At noon, we will then join 
together for a BBQ.  
 
Please bring your own meat 
for the BBQ, together with 

any other dishes you wish to prepare and 
share. The church will provide drinks and 
chips. 
 
You may contact Jim Carmichael, 821-
0493, for additional information. 
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BULLETINS 
 
Please look for the basket in the 
narthex with the word Bulletins 
on the front. This is the place to 
put your bulletin after church each 
Sunday if you decide you do not need the 
information at home. The Worship Team 
has partnered with the Green Team in this 
small step to keep paper out of the 
landfill. 
 
Thank you for helping us in this effort. 
 

 
SAVORY RECYCLING 
 

Nine people attended our first 
Savory Recycling in January. 
Please consider joining this 
group in the future.  

 
You may be asking why on earth anyone 
would be doing this when the local waste 
management company separates the 
waste. Well, if paper is soiled, this is not 
the material that is desired for the paper 
market. This means the paper that is 
soiled will end up in the landfill, a place 
that does not get air and where paper is 
still intact after years of sitting. 
 
Julie St. John 
 

 
4TH  ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
EVENT - Sunday, March 15, 11:30 a.m. 
 
We will again have 
appetizers, a corned beef & 
cabbage lunch, and enter-
tainment. Start practicing 
those Irish songs, poetry, dancing, & 
jokes. Invite your friends and neighbors! 
 
I still need four more people to sign up for 
desserts, and two more to sign up to bring 

a 9x13 green Jell-O salad. Sign-up sheets 
will be available in Friendship Hall this 
Sunday. 
 
If you have not already signed up and 
plan to attend, please sign up on 
Sunday or call Jim & Linda Carmichael, 
821-0493. I need to begin shopping for 
food. Thanks! 
 
Linda Carmichael 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – January 2015 

 
    Income $  7,577.00 
    Expenses        11,346.18   
    Deficit          <$ 3,769.18> 
 
January, April, August, and December are 
the quarterly months where our expenses 
for pastor’s annuity, life and disability 
insurance, Worker’s Compensation, and 
building insurance are paid. These are the 
months of highest expense and most 
likely to have a deficit at the end of the 
month. 
 
For those of you that are 
considering pledging, you 
can start any time. Just fill 
out a pledge card and put 
it in the offering plate. 
 
I have noticed a drop in Save Mart 
income this past year. Please attempt to 
shop at least once each month at Save 
Mart to help bring in more funds. The 
Save Mart funds go toward education, 
and any little bit you can do will add to 
funds we receive. 
 
Until next month, 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 
THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
NEVADA CONFERENCE ANNUAL 
GATHERING 2015 – Unexpected 
Journeys – Friday-Saturday, June 5-6, 
2015, at Chapman University 
 
Mark your calendars now and plan to 
attend the 2015 Annual Gathering of the 
United Church of Christ in Southern 
California and Nevada. If you are 
interested in representing Tehachapi 
Community Church, please contact 
Pastor Nancy Bacon as soon as 
possible. Names of church delegates 
must be recorded by March 2nd. 
 
This year’s them, Unexpected Journeys, 
will allow us to explore some of the 
surprising, fresh and, well, unexpected 
ways that God is calling us all into 
covenant, into community and into various 
expressions of church. 
 
 

 
GENERAL SYNOD 2015 
 
Please contact Pastor Nancy if you are 
interested in attending General Synod as 
hotel rooms are already booking up. 
 
Every two years, our national church 
brings together thousands of faithful 
members of the United Church of Christ 
for formal church witness, inspirational 
worship, and fellowship with friends (new 
and old). 
 
On June 26-30, 2015, thousands from 
across the country (and abroad) will 
gather for General Synod 30 in Cleveland, 
Ohio—the birthplace of the United Church 
of Christ. Together, we will discern 
resolutions of witness, church structure 
and function. We will stand up for issues 

that demand a faithful witness. And we 
will join together in worship each day to lift 
up the Stillspeaking God. At General 
Synod 30, we will explore some of the 
Unexpected Places where we hear God’s 
voice, encounter the Spirit, and find the 
United Church of Christ lifting up its 
witness in the world. 
 

 
JOIN US IN CLEVELAND FOR 
NATIONAL ONA GATHERING – June 
24-25, 2015 
 
The Coalition’s National ONA Gathering 
meets in Cleveland June 25-25—right 
before General Synod! Get your Synod 
experience off to a great start with this 
family reunion for our nationwide ONA 
community, with inspiring worship and 
music, unforgettable preaching, 
workshops to strengthen ONA ministry in 
your congregation, and an opportunity to 
meet old friends and make new ones! 
 
2015 is the 30th anniversary of the historic 
General Synod resolution endorsing the 
Open and Affirming movement! It’s our 
30th birthday! Since then, we’ve grown 
from six to 1,250 congregations, from 0.1 
to 25 percent of the church, from 
congregations with a total of 1,000 
members to nearly 250,000! Celebrate 
our growth, and renew your commitment 
to grow the ONA movement until we 
reach all 5,000 congregations in the 
United Church of Christ with the Gospel of 
God’s inclusive, welcoming love! 
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 by C. Baird 
 
 
WE’RE GOING GREEN! 
 
In the last issue of The Whistle, Julie St. John wrote an article about sharing culture and 
saving resources by volunteering to wash dishes in the church kitchen on Sundays. We look 
forward to at least one member of the Green Team joining us in the kitchen each week 
to wash dishes, share culture and save resources. We thank everyone who has signed 
up to wash dishes or just popped in a bit to help with the dishes on Sundays. All are welcome 
and invited into the kitchen, and we really appreciate whatever help you can give. 
 
 
KITCHEN JAR DONATIONS 
 
Many thanks for the kitchen jar donations this month which help to replace the coffees, teas, 
creamers, etc. we’ve utilized after church each Sunday. 
 
 
RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS: FOUND ART  
 
This program will be offered after church on March 8 by Melissa Kitchell for anyone who 
would like to paint stones, pennies, magnets, etc. She is asking for donations of: paint pens, 
stickers, Rustoleum fluorescent spray paint, Avery labels or sticker paper, Modge Podge, 
beads, nail polishes of all colors, etc., to be used for making art during this event. On March 
15, the artwork made at this event will be delivered all around town before church. Talk to 
Melissa for more details. 
 
 
USE OF CHURCH KITCHEN IN FRIENDSHIP HALL 
 
If one of our church members, groups or teams will be serving coffee 
and/or food in the church kitchen for a church meeting, dance or 
event, please contact and coordinate such with the head of kitchen 
management, C. Baird (voicemail/text-760-920-2635), at least three 
weeks in advance. This will prevent scheduling conflicts and ensure that 
whatever you need for your meeting or event will be available for your use. 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
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Easter Flowers Easter Flowers Easter Flowers Easter Flowers 

for the     for the     for the     for the     

SanctuarySanctuarySanctuarySanctuary    
Cost:  $Cost:  $Cost:  $Cost:  $10.0010.0010.0010.00    

    
 

If you would like to provide flowers (mixed 

varieties) for Easter Sunday, please place 

this form, together with cash or a check, in 

the offering plate or bring to the Church 

Office 

 

Your Name: 

 

 

 

Circle one: 

 

In honor of :                 In memory of:                     

                In celebration of: 

 
Dedication Name or Occasion: 

 

Thank you! 

 

Flowers may be taken home following 

the 10:30 a.m. worship on Easter! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 
On Sunday, March 15TH, our 
church will collect its annual 
special offering for One Great 
Hour of Sharing. These funds reach those 
near and far, sometimes changing the life 
of someone in distress in your own 
community, while at other times impacting 
the lives of those we may never meet. God 
provides the resources so that we can give 
back. Our abundance becomes their need 
and their need becomes our abundance. 
What if we all lived as if this is our call? 
Please give generously! 
 
 
ATTEND WHITNEY’S MATINEE 
 
Our own Whitney Bacon is appearing in a 
play at Stockdale High in March, based on 
The Addams Family. It sounds like a 
delightful musical and a way to see talented 
Whitney perform! Some of us are going to 
attend the matinee on Saturday, March 
14th, and we welcome others to go. There 
will be a sign-up sheet in Friendship Hall 
beginning March 1st. Come support 
Whitney, and we can have a meal 
afterward! 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP & FRIENDSHIP 
 
Before we form fellowship/friendship 
groups, Linda Flores has emailed a 
questionnaire to get feedback from those in 
the congregation who have been part of 
these before. We hope to come up with a 
format which will make these events even 
more fun and meaningful. Please return 
your questionnaire, if you have received 
one, and watch for the sign-ups to begin. 
We are eager to get activities going to 
embrace our newer members. 
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Begins Sunday, March 8th  
 
 

               Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead on Saturday,  
               March 7th, before you go to bed. Otherwise, you’ll  
               be really early for worship on Sunday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


