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One of the UCC Daily Devotionals, written by Jennifer Garrison Brownell, titled Resurrection, I loved 
so much that I wanted to share it with you this Easter Season. May you find resurrection today and 
throughout the coming year.  
 

Resurrection 
by Jennifer Garrison Brownell 

 
It was not one thing, but all the day's little annoyances that combined to feel completely 
overwhelming. Pecked to death by ducks, I thought crabbily, driving home from another meeting.  
So I'm not sure why I stopped my car when I saw the woman sitting on the curb, staring intently 
into a sewer grate.    
 
She pointed at a chirping flock of ducklings perched on the edge of a PVC pipe that emptied into a 
cloudy square of water under the grate. A mallard nearby called and walked in nervous circles.  
We agreed the duck must have been crossing the road, and walked over the grate, when the 
chicks following her fell through – plop, plop, plop.  She was too big to get in, and they were too 
small to get out.   
 
After a bit, a man arrived and began pulling ducklings out of the pipe. It seems mallards can't count 
very high, because as soon as she had four, the mama collected them under her wings, waddled 
toward the nearby creek and floated downstream.   
 
The man was still pulling ducklings out of the pipe, so I got hold of one before it wandered away. 
Although they had seemed so important just a few minutes before, I forgot all the day's 
annoyances as I lay down in the mud by the stream and set that fluffy, trembling little body in the 
water, to paddle away with its family.   
 
We think that resurrection, when it comes, will come with trumpets and earthquakes and angels 
perched cheekily on stones. But sometimes it's not one big death, but a thousand small ones that 
bury you.  You are witness, too, to the resurrection that comes as a flutter of life, so tiny you can 
hold in your hand.  And when you stand up dripping mud and maybe tears, you will find it's not just 
another life that's been saved, it's your own. 

 
Prayer  
Brother Christ, resurrect me, please, today and every day.  Amen. 

 
Pastor Nancy 
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HOLY WEEK IS HERE 
 
Good Friday, April 3 – Private 
prayers and candle lighting in the 
sanctuary. Bring scraps of cloth 
or yarn and help weave a community 
prayer tapestry in Friendship Hall. In 
addition, Jesus was a woodworker and 
we have invited community wood-
workers to display their crafts.  
 

Our First Friday theme is 
Weaving & Woodworking. 
Catherine Smirnoff will be 

weaving a piece for the back of the 
piano, to which you can contribute a 
piece of ribbon or some yarn. She will 
also have various types of looms on 
display. Jim Dinsmore will be on hand 
to show you a few of his wonderful 
woodworking creations. And David 
Butler will be coming with some of the 
members of his carving class to display 
their unique articles. Your children can 
try their hand at carving on Ivory soap! 
The fun is from 5:00-8:00 p.m. See you 
there! 
 
Easter Sunday, April 5 - 
Decorate the Flower Cross, 
then worship at 10:30 a.m.  
A children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be 
held after worship, followed by an 
Easter Brunch. The Kitchen Team will 
provide quiche, hash brown casserole, 
fresh fruit, and beverages. Please sign 
up to bring donuts, muffins, Danish 
pastries, croissants, coffee cake, etc. 
 

 
APRIL 12TH OPPORTUNITIES … 
 
Before Worship - Adult Ed Special 
Presentation - Dolores Velasco, the 
widow of Pete Velasco, one of the 
Filipino founders of what became the 
United Farm Workers will be our guest 
on April 12th at 9:00 a.m. Dolores was a 

member of a Catholic order in Baltimore 
who met Pete Velasco in 1975 when he 
came to Baltimore to lead the grape 
boycott. Later, when Pete became 
afflicted with cancer, Dolores left her 
order and came to California, where she 
married Pete and became his caregiver. 
Dolores still lives at La Paz in Keene, 
(the campus for the UFW and the Cesar 
Chavez Foundation), and is a neighbor 
of Cesar Chavez's widow, Helen. She 
remains active in the Catholic com-
munity in Tehachapi. Dolores will share 
experiences of Filipinos like Pete 
Velasco who dealt with overt racism—
often in Kern County, but also throughout 
the Central Valley and California.   
 
During Worship – Confirmation Sunday 
 

After Worship - Celebration of our fund 
raising support for the Ugandan Children’s 
Home, Rosette’s Kids. 
 
Afternoon options: 
 
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Memorial 
Observance) Sunday, April 12th, 2:00 
p.m. at Temple Beth El, 2906 Loma 

Linda Drive, Bakersfield, CA.  We have 
been invited by Rabbi Cheryl 
Rosenstein to this special event 
featuring Holocaust survivors who will 
be in Bakersfield to share their stories. 
The survivors are getting older and this 
is a rare opportunity to still hear directly 
from them. Rabbi Cheryl and I have 
lunch nearly monthly. She has warmly 
invited our congregation. I hope you’ll 
consider this gracious invitation.   
 
Community Church of Atascadero 
invites one and all to attend or 
celebrate in spirit, the installation of 
their pastor, the Reverend Heather 
Branton, at 3:00 p.m., 5850 Rosario 
Avenue Atascadero, CA. 
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to Linda and Jim 
Carmichael, the 
kitchen helpers, and 
bagpipers for providing 

a WONDERFUL St. Patrick’s Sunday 
celebration!  The food and music were 
amazing.   
 
Thanks also to Beve Bemis for the 
creation of the lovely shamrock quilt 
that hangs in the sanctuary.  We are a 
blessed congregation! 
 

 
LIKE TO SING?   
 
Our songs sound better 
when we have song 
leaders.  If you are 
available on Easter Sunday or any 
upcoming Sunday, please meet in the 
sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. to practice with 
the musicians.  We would appreciate 
your song leader assistance! 

 
Music Fest coming 
soon!   

 
On April 26th we are hoping to do a 
unique worship service that is primarily 
devoted to worship music. We will sing 
old favorite hymns and try some new 
favorites, too.  In order to make this 
successful, the congregation is invited 
to request their favorite hymns, praise 
songs, or appropriate secular music.  
Please fill out the bulletin insert with 
your requests and return them in the 
offering plate or to the office by April 
12th. Thanks! 
 

 
SUPPORTING NEWBIE MINISTERS  
 
Our church is covenanted with about a 
dozen other UCC churches collectively 
called the Northern Association of the 

Southern California/Nevada Con-
ference. The Association provides a 
team, called the Committee on 
Ministry (COM), made up of lay people 
and ministers who walk with people 
who are becoming ministers. The COM 
provides support and also helps student 
ministers in our region to discern their 
call to ministry. Ideally, it would be great 
to have a COM representative from 
each of our Association’s churches.   
 
Please prayerfully consider whether 
you might be interested in this 
important service and speak with 
Pastor Nancy. New COM members are 
being recruited currently. Thank you. 
 
 

ANNUAL GATHERING - Unexpected 
Journeys - Chapman University, 
Orange, California, Friday, June 5-
Saturday, June 6, 2015 
 
Unexpected Journeys is the theme for 
the 2015 Annual Gathering of the 
Southern California Nevada Conference 
of the United Church of Christ. Please join 
us for worship, for business, for learning 
and for relationship building as we explore 
the unexpected paths in which God leads 
us, and the unexpected opportunities we 
encounter along the way. The keynote 
speaker will be the Rev. Bruce Reyes 
Chow, a technology enthusiast who 
speaks and writes about faith, race and 
parenting, and has successfully founded a 
young, multicultural church in San 
Francisco. Registration is open online at 
scncucc.org.  
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FROM THE GREEN TEAM … 
 
Can you read the Recycle 
sign from across the room 
in Friendship Hall? Esther 
Burdine and Robyn 
Thompson donated their 
time and fabric to create 
the sign. Our recycling project benefits the 
youth of the church. Only bulletins, 
batteries, cork, scrap plastic, scrap glass, 
and CRV (California Redemption Value) 
glass, plastic, and aluminum are collected 
in this area. Please consider adding your 
recyclables.  
 
Thank you! 
 

Sweet Recycling will take place 
on April 16th, the 3rd Thursday of 
the month, at 1:30 p.m. Meet at 
the Albertson’s parking lot. 

 
Savory Recycling will take 
place on April 23rd, the 4th 
Thursday of the month, at 
12:00 noon, at the Apple 
Shed. Bring your newspapers, magazine, 
cardboard, phonebooks, shredded paper, 
junk mail, tin cans, as well as scrap 
plastic, scrap glass and CRV (California 
Redemption Value) glass, plastic and 
aluminum. 
  
Julie St. John 
 

 
POTLUCK SUNDAY – April 26th  
 
In celebration of Earth Day and Arbor 
Day, our potluck theme for this month will 
be a Great Growing Green Sunday 
Salads. Please bring your favorite salad 
to share and your own plates, silverware, 
etc. Desserts, coffee, iced tea, and juice 
will be provided by the kitchen team. 

 

SERVICE & OUTREACH TEAM 
 
We are looking for help 
with refreshments and 
kitchen help for First 
Friday events in April 
and May. Please contact 
Julie St. John if you are able to help! 
 
 

 
EQUAL EXCHANGE 
 
Have you read the Better 
World Shopping Guide by Ellis 
Jones? This informative book 
was brought to the church by 
Rev. Nancy. There are only 
two copies left. They can be 
found at the Equal Exchange table. 
Please check out this book. 
 
The book gives companies a grade, 
based on how they address human rights, 
the environment, animal protection, 
community involvement, and social 
justice. The grades range from an “A”, 
which means these companies provide 
socially and environmentally responsible 
options for consumers, to an “F”, for 
companies that are actively participating 
in the rapid destruction of the planet and 
the exploitation of human beings. 
 
Equal Exchange was given an “A+” for 
their chocolate, coffee, nuts, and tea. 
 
How do the products you are purchasing 
compare? 
 
 

For all who loveFor all who loveFor all who loveFor all who love    
making a differencemaking a differencemaking a differencemaking a difference    …………    

 

 


