
Strange Things Happening…Trust in Resurrection!
(Mark 16:1-8)!

By Rev. Nancy Bacon!
!
So, three women start walking to Jesus’ tomb…Mary Magdalene, 
another Mary, the mother of James the lesser, and Salome.  We 
don’t know much about two of these women, but the three wish to 
go and find Jesus’ body.  He’s dead.  All three watched him die 
and they have spent precious money to purchase spices to anoint 
him - something that should have been done before placing him in 
the tomb.  (I hope they kept their receipt…)!
!
These women live under an oppressive empire that tortured and 
brutally killed one of their own, someone they loved -  from their 
own district.!
!
The three walk on and I can almost hear them chanting a strange, 
melody…!
!
“Are you, are you, coming to the tomb?”!
!
Oppressed people have often used songs to survive oppression - 
peculiar chants that pull them together and give some voice to 
their spirit.!
!
Perhaps nearing the cross at Golgotha on Good Friday they sang 
about a hanging tree, similar to the tune Katniss Everdeen made 
popular in The Hunger Games - Mockingjay, Part I:!
!
“Are you, are you, coming to the tree? !
They strung up a man, they say who murdered three.!
Strange things did happen here,!
No stranger would it be!
If we met at mid-night!
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In the hanging tree.”!
!
“Are you, are you, coming to the tree?!
Where dead man called out!
For his love to flee.!
Strange things did happen here!
No stranger would it be!
If we met at mid-night!
In the hanging tree.”!
!
Strange things did happen…that first Good Friday, and that first 
Easter Morning…!
!
For those of you unfamiliar with the Hunger Games, the trilogy’s 
author, Suzanne Collins, purposefully created an environment 
with parallels to the ancient Roman Empire.   The fictional nation 1

of Panem requires annual recruits from each of its districts to 
come to the capitol and fight until only one person survives.  “The 
games” function as nation-wide entertainment.  “Panem” is an 
abbreviation of a Latin phrase, “Panem et Circenses”, which 
means “Bread and Circuses”.   In antiquity, Roman emperors 2

would maintain power, in part, by appealing to the masses - 
offering them bread and entertainment, in the form of Gladiator 
fights to the death.  !
!
Katniss, the young, brave, heroine of the trilogy, keeps strong by 
singing a slightly rebellious spiritual of sorts; gesturing to her clan; 
and by using the symbol of a bird, a “mockingjay” to both mock 
Panem’s authority and provide hope to the desperately oppressed 
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and traumatized masses.  Pictures of this bird with its wings 
spread wide, resemble a cross.!
!
For those of you unfamiliar with the bible and antiquity, thinking of 
it as irrelevant today, let me say that many of our pop culture 
books and movies pull from ancient biblical or mythological 
themes.  Often good authors borrow from great ancient myths. !
!
Another Bird - the Phoenix, from Greek mythology, symbolizing 
renewal and resurrection, has symbolically been used by both 
early Christians and modern Harry Potter fans.  This bird was said 
to live a long life, die, and become reborn from its ashes.  Several 
early Christian leaders, even one pope, used imagery of the 
Phoenix to explain resurrection and the Christian faith.  J.K. 
Rowling’s fictitious Albus Dumbledore created “The Order of the 
Phoenix” to fight against Voldemort.   His pet Phoenix 3

foreshadows his fate, as Dumbledore sacrifices his own life so 
that others may live on.!
!
Modern and ancient stories can shed more light together when 
compared to one another.!
!
Yet, some modern Christians rejected the Harry Potter series and 
The Hunger Games.  Both modern fantasies created quite a stir 
by people thinking that evil forces, sanctioned violence, and fights 
to the death, were repulsive and quite troubling.  Welcome to 
ancient Rome and Israel.  Welcome to the world of Mary, Mary, 
and Salome, the three women approaching the tomb.!
!
Strange things were happening for them.  The large rock sealing 
the tomb was rolled away…How can this be?!
!
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Stranger still, Jesus’ body is gone and a young man in a linen 
cloth is there instead.  Imagine…How strange…the women are 
alarmed.  The young man tells them not to be, because Jesus has 
been raised and is on his way to Galilee, where they will see him 
again.!
!
This is too much for them.  He commands them to go and tell the 
disciples and Peter, but instead they flee and say nothing to 
anyone…not an ounce of Katniss Everdeen in anyone of them.!
!
THE END.!
!
Those of you familiar with the book of Mark know that this is how 
the story originally ended…with the women not telling anyone.  
This is part of Mark’s writing style.  He often made the disciples 
out to be idiots who just couldn’t understand what Jesus was 
teaching.  These women, too, end up fleeing out of fear.  They 
keep the miraculous unbelievable news of Jesus’ resurrection to 
themselves.  !
!
Mark wrote this way in hopes that the reader would respond 
differently…a bit of reverse psychology - they would be 
uncomfortable with the choice the women made and the writer 
hoped they would choose to do the opposite, to succeed where 
the women failed - go and tell everyone about Jesus and his 
resurrection.!
!
Of course, we know the women didn’t really keep it to themselves 
or we wouldn’t still be talking about Jesus’ resurrection today.  !
!
It turns out that many people hated the original ending.  Imagine 
Katniss in the Hunger Games giving up, running off, fleeing in the 
end, letting Panem silence her. The audience would throw a fit.  A 
few centuries after the gospel of Mark was written, before it was 
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finalized, other writers tacked on a longer ending they liked better.  
You’ll find that addition in your bibles.!
!
But what about the Resurrection?  Did it happen?  Can we trust 
it?  It’s a very strange thing…!
!
Today do we go out and tell others about Jesus’ resurrection?  Do 
we tell others about our own private resurrection stories?  Or do 
we keep silent?!
!
All of us have experienced times of death… not just the death of 
loved ones, but the death of parts of our soul, some of our most 
precious dreams, the gradual death and loss of our physical 
abilities, sometimes the death or loss of our joy, our hopes, or our 
integrity.  How do we Rise up once more?  How do we Rise above 
troubling things, Rise up from the ashes of parts of our dead 
lives?!
!
Is there some part of you that is dead and needs resurrection? !
!
Sometimes we hold on to things that are killing us…We keep 
quiet - too embarrassed, ashamed, fearful, or overwhelmed to 
share things that need to be shared, sort of like the women at the 
tomb…!
!
We hold onto things that need to be let go…things we need to let 
die, so that we may be reborn, resurrected.!
!
But resurrection isn’t done by us alone.  It can’t be.  It’s not 
something we can just will to happen.  It’s not simply a New 
Year’s Resolution of deciding to make changes that end up being 
temporary.  Resurrection comes from something bigger than 
ourselves.  Not even Jesus could resurrect himself.  Something 
greater restored him and his followers.  Resurrection comes from 
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believing that God or something Greater than Ourselves can 
restore and renew our lives.!
!
It comes from trusting that God loves you and has been there with 
you even in your worst times of trial and torture.  It comes from 
trusting this Higher Power, believing you are loved and worthy of 
resurrection, and that it is quite possible to be restored.!
!
Then miracles begin to happen…Little things begin to change…
It’s almost magical…Perhaps you’ve heard people from 12 step 
meetings share their resurrection stories…improbable stories of 
giving up their will and letting something bigger take over.  
Somehow people start rising above deadly addictions that were 
destroying them.  Giving their lives to God and trusting God to 
direct the next verses and chapters of their lives started a whole 
new trajectory.!
 !
Nothing short of a new life - they are reborn - resurrected…!
!
Sometimes the Greater Power can be viewed as the church itself.  
We can be resurrected as we help to raise up others…!
- People and children who are hungry:  Every five years our 

nation determines the budget for school lunches and food 
assistance for hungry American kids.  Talk to Steve Bacon if 
you want to learn more and help write letters to our 
congressional leaders.!

!
- We can raise up mothers and their newborn babies in other 

countries by donating to clean birthing kits or by knitting 
newborn hats.  Babies in developing countries are low in birth 
weight and they need hats to stay warm.  Talk to Jan Roberts 
or Jan Combs to learn more.!

!
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- Perhaps you’re concerned about water shortages, clean air, 
and the environment we will leave our children.  Talk to Julie St. 
John and our Green Team about what you can do to make a 
difference and raise awareness about sustainable choices.!

!
- Kern County Faith in Action invites us to travel to Sacramento 

this month to Lobby our state congress about several different 
bills pertaining to racial discrimination and the legal system.  
Who might these bills resurrect?  Talk to Jim Dinsmore if you 
wish to raise up issues of justice.!

!
How will you resurrect others, as Jesus modeled?  We are an 
Easter People…a Phoenix Clan… We are a Resurrection People!!
We resurrect others, and ourselves in the process, when we 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus.   !
!
May you continue on your walk, Looking for Jesus…where he 
wants you to go, believing that the God who was with him and 
resurrected him can resurrect all of us.!
!
Strange things happen.  May the odds be ever in your favor and 
the Risen Christ at your side.!
!
(Mockingjay Gesture)!
Amen.!! !!!!
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