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I love you.  Eternally Yours, God!

(John 3:14-21)!
by Rev. Nancy Bacon!

!!
Imagine if each of us were given an easel with paints and asked 
to create a portrait of Jesus…then we placed them all on the walls  
around the church - how different each would look.  !
!
When I was in college I took some art classes and we would 
sketch or paint a live model.  It was so interesting to see how 
differently the same form was represented.  Some looked realistic 
and others were mere impressions or stylized likenesses.  One of 
my teachers would laugh because she always ended up making 
people much shorter and rounder than they actually were and I 
would do the opposite, creating 10 foot tall impossibly emaciated 
characters.!
!
The four gospel writers provide us 4 unique portraits of Jesus.  
Matthew’s version rails against injustice and believes in service to 
the poor; Luke is the fine artist, with exquisite style and quite 
inclusive of females; Mark is the rushed ADHD artist painting 
nearly every movement with extreme urgency.  And John….John, 
is nothing like the other three.  The others are referred to as the 
synoptic gospels, because they can be easily compared and 
contrasted.  They certainly contain differences, but in all three 
Jesus is mostly a down to earth teacher who seems to have some 
divine presence and mission.  !
!
This past year, I followed the lectionary and did a lot of preaching 
from Matthew.  I love the call to arms and alms that Matthew 
provides, however, it can sometimes seem that we are called to 
do so much.  I believe that advocates and workers for justice 
need to occasionally soak in a big tub of the gospel of John to be 
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reminded that we are not the higher power having to do it all 
ourselves.  John invites us to entertain our part in a bigger cosmic 
story and to rest in God’s love.!
!
In John, Jesus is God’s reflection.  As plain and simple as that 
can be.  It’s all about the base…of incarnation.  God coming to us 
in earthly form and how our lives can be changed if we get this.  
John is a mystic.  I love mystics from many different religions.  
They help us sense God in meaningful transforming ways:  Rumi, 
Hafiz, Francis of Assisi, Catherine of Siena, Julian of Norwich, 
Teresa of Avila, Thomas Merton, and many more.  I have a book 
of mystical writings, titled, “Love Poems from God” containing 
sacred Eastern and Western voices.  It attempts to break open 
the seed of God’s love for all of us. !
!
The gospel of John is a book that overflows with God’s love.  
Jesus is God’s Word incarnate.  The Word which existed from the 
beginning of time, just as Wisdom, or Sophia, existed before the 
universe was made, assisting God in creation, according to 
Proverbs.  In John, the Word becomes flesh to assist God in a 
new way.!
!
There is no “Last Supper” bread and wine eucharistic meal in the 
book of John.  Rather, Jesus himself is the bread of life, the food 
that gives life. Every gesture of his life is eucharist, especially his 
washing the feet of his friends.  Imagine, God coming not to 
judge, but rather to wash and massage your feet - coming to 
touch you - hold you - comfort you - show you how deeply you are 
loved.  God would do anything for you and delights in you.  God 
comes, reflecting God’s self through Jesus and all that is required 
is for you to embrace that possibility - the very real presence of an 
extravagantly loving God in every moment of your life.!
!
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However, what we tend to do instead, is to brush it away - we’re 
realists - spending much of our lives perishing and withering on 
the vine.  We dismiss the divine light, miraculous possibilities and 
serendipities, clinging instead to the harsh darkness of other 
perceived realities, obsessions, and mere coincidences:  we’re 
indoctrinated by 24 hour news cycles; war; violence; hatred; 
human frailties and addictions.!
!
Mystically, John’s Jesus calls us to do something different:  to turn 
off the TV, quit reading the paper, fretting over how awful the 
world is, and to believe that a power greater than ourselves exists 
and that doing so can restore us to a better new life.  We are 
invited to believe and to turn over our self-sufficiency to this 
higher power - this loving God. !
!
Like many mystics, John is a poet and his words are powerful, 
and popular among Christians.  Chances are, even if you don’t 
know many scriptures, you know John 3:16, “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”!
!
Biblical scholar Gail O’Day, a good Irish woman who specializes 
in the gospel of John, comments on Jesus’ references to “eternal 
life,” writing, “Eternal life” does not speak of immortality or a future 
life in heaven, but is a metaphor for living now in the unending 
presence of God…This is the new life Jesus promised…” !1
!
We can begin to grasp what O’Day implies by reading more about 
“eternal life” in the gospel of John.  !
!
Other verses state:!
!
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!!
“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.” (3:36)!
!
“Those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life.” (4:14)!
!
“anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed 
from death to life.” (5:24)!
!
“Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give 
you.” (6:27a)!
!
Mystical John’s Jesus is telling us that God gave Jesus so that we 
may have eternal life, here and now.  Whoever believe enters into 
that dimension, that way of being and experiencing life in a 
different restored way.!
!
God loves us so much - wants us to be restored - recovered - 
alive - living in the tremendous, miraculous, understanding that 
God is present every moment and loving us to pieces.  God’s 
great gift is eternal life - living fully - cosmically connected to all 
others through space and time.!
!
Whoever believes, gets transformed into this more helpful way of 
going through life.  God gave Jesus to save the world by allowing 
all to experience this eternal life - the understanding of knowing 
we are living in God’s loving presence.  Step into the light…
accept the possibility - the gift…enter into eternal life…believe…
Do justice, but let mysticism awaken and restore you.  Know God 
is holding you, loving you, and will carry you through.  !
Then pass the word and overflowing love around.  Amen.
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