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God, Is Our Domestic Product Gross? 
(Psalm 19 - Earth Sunday, 4-19-15) 

By Rev. Nancy Bacon 
 

Psalm 19 is a song about creation, God’s wisdom (the Torah),  
and a lament.  It begins with the heavens and earth telling the 
glory of God and God’s handiwork.  The voice of the heavens and 
earth’s firmament proclaim God’s glory throughout all the 
world…but “their voice is  not heard.”  
 
In addition, God’s laws are perfect - “reviving the soul” but the 
psalmist confesses that humans require forgiveness for personal 
errors, faults, and sins of omission - inaction. 
 
The psalm’s ending is very familiar, quoted by many pastors 
before giving a sermon:  “Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and 
my redeemer.” 
 
I think the rest of the neglected Psalm is as important as this 
familiar last verse.  Psalm 19 in its entirety has a lot to teach us.  
Let’s go back to the beginning…recall that the heavens and earth 
proclaim the glory of God and God’s handiwork throughout the 
world…yet, their voice is not heard. 
 
What are we hearing instead??? 
 
What laws are we attending to more than God’s Torah?  What 
usually determines how we make major decisions, elect our 
leaders, and make laws for our nation??  You know the slogan, 
“It’s the economy, …”    
 
The laws that tend to concern us most are tied to our nation’s 
economy.  We follow the religion of economic indicators, with one 
of the big ones being something we call, “Gross Domestic 
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Product” the tally of how much stuff we produce.  Torah does not 
tell us to produce and consume as many products as 
possible…Torah does not tell us that shopping should be our 
most common past-time.  Torah does not tell us to worship 
economic indicators, but rather to worship God.  GDP is not GOD.   
 
What if our Domestic Production is quite literally Gross?  What if 
the items we are primarily producing that increase our GDP are 
bombs and weapons that kill people?  (Consider all of the trash 
and “matter” that Julie described.  Think of the billions of pounds 
of toxic chemicals created and released each year.) Is this the 
kind of economic growth we crave to cheer on and celebrate?  If 
this ever-increasing GDP is more important than anything else, 
consider the idols we are worshipping. 
 
Today, we celebrate “Earth Sunday” with Earth Day coming this 
Wednesday.  Each year I lament the minuscule amount of 
attention that the Earth’s resources and living beings - God’s 
great creation that proclaims God’s glory, and whose voice is not 
heard - is given while an ever expanding GDP, which requires 
utilizing natural resources, and is arbitrary about issues of life and 
death, is devoutly worshipped. 
 
This seems pretty gross to me. 
 
I believe we are called by God to be stewards, caring for this 
great creation we’ve be placed in.  This is a spiritual act of 
worship.  At a minimum, we aren’t to trash the place or harm 
others.  Studying Torah and listening to the voice of the earth and 
heavens should influence our producing, shopping, and 
consuming.  Our souls are only temporarily revived by spending, 
so we continue to do more and produce more and consume more.  
We are focused on the wrong source for our well-being — one 
that can only lead to a lesser good. 
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This year, let us lament our errors and sins of omission.  Let us 
ask God to intervene and increase our senses to see and listen to 
the earth every day, not just April 22nd.  I’d like to see 2015 as 
Earth Year.   
 
It happens that I watched world famous economist, Jeffrey Sachs, 
this morning during an interview and he, too was saying that 2015 
has to be a year for change or it will be too late.  (I think he must 
have read my sermon.)  Sachs’ new book about a global effort for 
a change in course is titled, “The Age of Sustainable 
Development.” 
 
I’d like to engage in regular challenges to lower my carbon 
footprint, conserve energy, water, and soil, and leave things better 
than they are now for my children and grandchildren.  Such acts 
of stewardship aren’t gross - they revive souls.  Imagine what fun 
we would have with a bunch of us cheering each other on… 
 
There are a number of interfaith organizations that are supportive.  
Every major religion recognizes a responsibility to care for 
creation.  Some of you know about Interfaith Power and Light.  
This group offers prize money to congregations for their 
exemplary practices.  They hold an annual event that used to be 
called “The Energy Oscars,” complete with a stroll down the 
“green carpet.”  (Unfortunately, they were forced to change the 
name of the event because the academy of motion pictures 
required them to do so.) 
 
Interfaith Power and Light has a program designed for church’s to 
audit their energy and become “Cool Congregations.”  Who 
doesn’t want to be part of a cool congregation? 
 
Furthermore, some of you recognize that we uniquely live where 
there is much wind for energy and sun for solar power.  Plus the 
UCC offers grants of $20,000 for churches with growing 
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ministries.  Surely, we could creatively put the gifts of wind and 
solar toward some form of ministry that would benefit and inspire 
the community. 
 
Perhaps you’re not very environmentally minded or you think that 
global warming is a hoax or simply inevitable - a cycle that the 
earth has experienced before and there is little we can do 
anyway. 
 
Perhaps you see this as a left-leaning progressive issue that isn’t 
really calling to you or perhaps a political football of sorts. 
 
I’m a strong conservative when it comes to the environment.  At 
least I want to be.  The environmental movement did not begin 
with progressive left-leaning hippies.  For centuries their was 
great wisdom in being a good steward - not wasting - or over-
spending.  These practices made sense.  In biblical times the land 
mattered more than just about anything.  Proper treatment of 
fields and inherited land was part of Torah.  Land was to be 
tended and left in good condition for the next generation.  
 
Our modern conservation movement began in England in the 17th 
century when it became apparent that the forests couldn’t keep up 
with consumption.  In the 19th century in the United States, Henry 
David Thoreau began writing about valuing nature for itself and 
the healing spiritual connection nature provided people. 
 
Then Republican President, Theodore Roosevelt got on board 
recognizing the need for preservation and conservation of wildlife 
and habitats.  Buffalo had been wasted, trees were over-
harvested.  Roosevelt became the leader of what was called the 
“Progressive Party of 1912.”
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John Muir went further, hiking and first-had experiencing God’s 
magnificent creation.  He advocated for protecting the 
environment not just for economic benefit, but for the sake of 
beauty.  I think he heard the earth proclaiming God’s glory. 
 
We are the stewards of nature, not just this church, but also the 
huge, beautiful outdoor temple we have been granted.  It is our 
spiritual mandate and we can do it with great joy, knowing our 
recycling is an act of worship; as is our soil, water, and energy 
conservation. 
 
Let us dream of a better future and help to pass that on to the 
next generation. 
 
God, may not just our words, but our meditations, and the acts of 
stewardship that follow, be acceptable - fitting to your laws, your 
desires.  Surely then our words, meditations, and acts of 
stewardship will revive our souls.  Thank you for being the Rock 
we stand on.  Redeem us to treasure your holy ground.  Amen. 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 

 


