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Dear Friends, 
 
Sometimes I clearly have something in mind that I want to write about and other times, like today, I 
have no idea what I want to take up your time reading.  
 
At the church, there are many balls in the air, so to speak, and our annual meeting is set for this 
coming Sunday. By the time you read this, it will have come and gone. 
 
Life is always in process, just as I believe God is in process with us, allowing our dance with the 
Divine to twist and turn and move in new dimensions. 
 
I guess balls in the air and dancing with the Divine are appropriate topics to share with you. I am 
thrilled that Leslie Terrell has acquired a huge disco ball and I enjoyed going with her to the high 
school recently to have pizza with the Gay Straight Alliance (GSA), a group of about 20 students. 
Two people had told me that Tehachapi needs more dances for teenagers and Leslie took that ball 
and ran with it. We will be holding a Valentine Dance in Friendship Hall for high school students on 
Saturday, February 14th. We are hoping that students will come and bring their friends. There will be 
a Disco-Motown-70’s theme and prizes for the best costumes. If you would like to help support this 
service to the community, please contact Leslie.  
 
If possible, Leslie would like to invite students to also join in a Habitat build sometime in the near 
future. A friend of mine has given the church a bunch of hard hats for workers to decorate and use 
when working in the community. We don’t know what will come, it’s up in the air, but the hats are a 
blessing and fun to wear. I love when Steve puts one on at home with his usual suit and tie. It makes 
him look so official. I hope a bunch of us get to have fun with local youth doing some hands on work 
in the community. 
 
On the home front, most of you have heard that our house was broken into in Bakersfield, for the 
second time in 10 years. So annoying. Yet, we have been blessed by your prayers, wishes, and 
heartfelt supportive gifts. Thank you for thinking of us. 
 
Church at its heart is about building a loving community. Love doesn’t mean we won’t ever step on 
each other’s toes. Dancing together even requires some tension to lead and follow. Tension that is 
held in love, respected, and appreciated can assist us in graceful movements, helping us choose the 
best steps forward for our church as a whole. My hope is that our annual meeting is a time of 
inspiration with enough tension for us to perceive God’s lead.  
 
Let us Dance, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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FIRST FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 -  
5:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
We join our community on the First Friday 
of each month in holding a monthly open 
house for the community. Each month we 
have a different theme and invite different 
guests to share an interesting and interactive 
presentation or activity of some kind. 
 
This month, we will be hosting a Chocolate & 
Coffee Pairing and a Chocolate &Tea Pairing. 
Come enjoy this experience! 
 
We will also be airing The Dark Side of 
Chocolate, a documentary which questions the 
working conditions on the cocoa plantations in 
Africa. 

Julie St. John 
 

 
LENTEN LESSONS    
 

The season of Lent will begin with 
a short mid-day service and 
imposition of ashes, on 
Wednesday, February 18th. 
Please watch for the time to be 
confirmed. We have purchased 
copies of a Lenten devotional:  
Re-Lent - inspiring self-care and 

spiritual growth as we “remember, redevelop, 
refine, rekindle, rebirth, reward, revive, restart, 
reform, reunite, refresh, rebuild, recycle, 
redeem, relieve, rebound, reflect, remind, 
reopen, redraw, renew, reinvent, reclaim, 
recreate, reboot, relax, and re-lent.   
 
If you would like to be part of a co-ed Lenten 
devotional group led by Pastor Nancy, please 
email her regarding your availability on 
Tuesdays or Thursdays.  Thank you! 
 

FROM THE GREEN TEAM … 
 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, 
and the greatest of these is  

Reduce! 
 

February Sweet Recycling – Thursday, 
February 19th, at 1:30 p.m., at the Albertson’s 
Parking Lot 
 
Savory Recycling Meeting – Thursday, 
February 26th, at 12:00 noon – Bring your 
paper, cardboard, magazines, and tin cans 
 
Julie St. John 
 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS 
 
Once again, we are scheduled to 
deliver Meals on Wheels for the 
shut-ins in our community for two 
weeks – Monday, March 2 - 
Friday, March 13th. 
 
There will be a sign-up sheet in Friendship Hall 
by the middle of February. You may do the 
delivery alone, or it is more fun with a partner. 
You need to be at the Senior Center by 10:45 
a.m., and it will take you about an hour and 
fifteen minutes. This is a fun and worthwhile way 
to serve our Tehachapi community! Please don’t 
forget to sign up! 
 

 
HOW DO YOU DO THE DISHES? 
 

How you do the dishes reveals a 
part of your culture. The church 
offers a perfect setting to do the 
dishes with a person of a different 

culture. When we choose to use throw away 
dishes we miss out on the opportunity to get to 
know another culture. We miss out on 
discovering similarities and differences. We also 
choose to throw away resources that have 
traveled many miles and undergone a long 
processing. Once plates and cups that have only 
been used for less than an hour have been 
tossed away, they do not go away. Most paper 
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plates and cups on the market today contain 
plastic which will be around forever. In this 
community the away place of choice is the 
landfill. A place where materials just sit!  The 
landfill is packed down so tight that air does not 
reach the resources, and therefore after years of 
being in that away place will still be intact. 
Please read The Archeology of Rubbish for 
complete details of the years of work of William 
Rathje.  
 
Why are we throwing away a chance to 
experience a different culture?  I hope many 
people will enjoy sharing culture and saving 
resources.  
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT - End-of-Year 2014 
 
In January of 2014 the 2015 Budget began 
with: 
                  Projected Income $109,318 
                  Projected Expense $111,781 
                  Projected Deficit $ - 2,462 
 
End of Fiscal 2014: 
 
                  Total Income received   $116,597 
                  Total Expense      $124,237  
                  Total Deficit     $ - 7,640 
 
Result: Income was great - Expenses not so 
great! 
 
Our Budgets are becoming larger both in 
Income and Expense areas. Items that affect our 
Budgets are becoming more expensive: 
Insurance, Worker’s comp, and Office and 
Computer supplies. As Treasurer, I will be 
keeping the Trustees informed of major 
increases and monitor Team expenses. 
 
As our church moves forward in our community 
and Global Missions work throughout the 
coming year, we will need the resources to fulfill 
our expectations – Ideas, Income and 
Individuals. 
 
We are a Giving Church. Our resources are 
many. We have Talent, Time and Treasure. Our 
membership is increasing. There is HOPE 
in the air! 

The 2015 Budget reflects the Leadership 
Team’s expectations for the coming year. Let us 
all work together and have GREAT 2015! 
 
Joanne Beckett,  
Treasurer 
 
 

START PLANNING NOW … 
 
A Passion for Collecting will be our March 6th 
First Friday exhibition. Featured will be an 
amazing papier mache art piece honoring 
Mexican artist Frieda Kahlo, created by our 
gifted new member, Helen McAllister. On a 
similar Latin theme will be religious art 
“retables,” lovingly collected by our good friend, 
Charles White.  
 
Other passions to be exhibited: glorious tea 
pots, sparking antique jewelry, and unique art 
pottery. 
 
Now we need you to share your treasured 
collections and pack our hall with the beautiful, 
meaningful, and even bizarre things that give 
you joy, People collect everything, so anything 
goes! 
 
Plan to bring, display, and discuss your 
collection with friends and community visitors, 
while enjoying great conversation, yummy 
snacks, and excellent coffee or tea. 
 
Contact Laurie Betts or Jan Roberts to join 
the fun! 
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Alysia Bailey - Alysia started The Loop newspaper with her mother, Claudia White, in 2001. They have lived in 
Tehachapi since 1988. Community and equality are important to her, and she is excited to have found a church 
that is welcoming to all, no matter where they are in their journey. She is a cat person, has one child (a 15-year-
old son, Robert), enjoys sci-fi, and hopes to be an activist when she grows up. 
 
Darrell Beck - Darrell was born in Hinton, Iowa in 1939. He was baptized soon after in the Trinity Lutheran 
Church – Hinton, Iowa, and grew up on a farm by Lake Benton, Minnesota. He has four children—three girls and 
one boy. Since 1969, he has been involved with ballroom, square and round dancing, and taught round dancing 
for 30 years. He has been self-employed for 50 years, and moved to Stallion Springs in 2009. His wife, Sharon, 
passed away in June of 2013. He writes: “I have been a skeptical Lutheran church member all my life until finally 
finding Tehachapi Community Congregational Church and becoming a member on January 11, 2015.” 
 
Sandy Criswell - Sandy has been attending our church for a couple of years and is a friend of Laurie Rude Betts. 
She lives in Bear Valley Springs and loves horse riding. 
 
Linda Flores - Linda is a native Texan. She retired as an air traffic controller two years ago, when she and her 
husband, Rick, moved to Bear Valley Springs. Rick still works at Edwards AFB (F-35 program). They have two 
grown daughters, one granddaughter, and another on the way. Her hobbies include genealogy research, 
scrapbooking, reading, and cross stitch. She enjoys walking and swimming, and has recently taken up kayaking. 
She is involved with AAUW, and is definitely a Dallas Cowboys fan! 
 
Delores (Dee) Grayson -Delores has been a professional educator for over 50 years – former teacher, 
administrator, Educational Equity consultant, with over 25 years’ experience as a teacher, educator and presenter 
on Social Justice issues. She has presented in all 50 states and 7 countries. She has lived in Bear Valley Springs 
for over 12 years and is semi-retired. She is an avid golfer and member of the Women’s Sothern California Golf 
Association and USGA. This is her first church affiliation in almost 40 years. 
 
Chris Gripkey - Chris was introduced to our church by Alysia Bailey, and joined with her on January 11, 2015. 
He is a good dishwasher, likes to play board games, and has a great voice! 
 
Helen McAllister - Helen’s husband, Melvin (who passed away six years ago) was the author of the book 
Tehachapi Pass - A History of Towns Near Keene. She has painted (acrylic) two paintings of the Tehachapi 
Depot, Kelcy’s, the Tehachapi Community Church, and the Keene Store (this painting is on the cover of the 
book). 
 
Anita Pritchard - Anita writes “My personal life looks pretty much like women of my generation—early marriage, 
followed by divorce, and raising two children. In my professional life, I was a professor of Political Science 
(American Government) at one of the universities in the Florida university system.” She is now retired. 
 
Shirley Scirone - Shirley was born in England and grew up in the small town of Haverhill Suffolk. Her father 
served in the Army and was a Prisoner of War for three and half years at a Japanese prison camp. He was one of 
many who built the Burmese Railway. She is a vegan and believes in compassion for all living things—we are the 
voices for those who cannot speak. Her adopted family consists of a variety of pets! She loves to dance! She 
writes: Round Dancing (ballroom) is such a joy! Music is also a joy, and I am thrilled to be a part of the Chime 
Choir! Stallion Springs is where I hang my hat! It has always felt like home to me, just like my new found family 
here at Tehachapi Community Congregational Church! 
 
Claudia White - Claudia writes:” I love Tehachapi. We moved here in 1986. For several years I have run the 
Hilltop Welcome Service and, in 2001, The Loop newspaper began. Celebrating community is fun. Meeting with 
like-minded people is something to look forward to each week. I am originally from Glendale, CA. My Mom and 
both my children live in Tehachapi, and it is truly my home.” 
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OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF OUR ONA STATUS 

 

We received the following letter from our UCC National Setting this past week: 

 
Congratulations!  Your church is now officially listed with The Open and Affirming Coalition.   We 
are so pleased to welcome you officially to the ONA Family.  You will soon receive a certificate 
of recognition of your ONA status from The Open and Affirming Coalition of the UCC.  
 
Your church’s name and ONA status will soon appear on the ONA map on the Coalition website 
(http://ucccoalition.org/ona/find/)  and in the Find a UCC Church listing (http://www.ucc.org/find/) 
on the UCC website!   
 
We encourage you to stay in touch with other ONA churches by subscribing to the Coalition’s 
free email newsletter, RIPPLES (http://www.ucccoalition.org/news/subscribe/), becoming a 
friend on our Facebook page (http://facebook.com/ucc.coalition), and following us on Twitter 
(http://twitter.com/ucccoalition).  We want to help you keep in touch with our nationwide 
community.  Any member of your church is welcome to our email, Facebook and Twitter 
connections!  Your status as a newly-listed ONA setting will also be announced in those places 
and you might just get a welcome from other ONA churches. 
 
We would very much appreciate it if, at your convenience, you would share a brief reflection 
paragraph about what being ONA means to your church and community.  We collect these 
reflections from newly listed ONA churches and settings for use in our materials. Please send it 
to me and to the Coalition office (office@openandaffirming.org). 
 
In 2012, we welcomed ONA church #1000 and celebrated 40 years of LGBT ministry in the 
UCC.  In 2013, we recognized church #1100 and now have reached #1250 - Tehachapi 
Community Congregational Church!  Lives are being changed and saved because of the ONA 
ministry.  We are delighted that you are part of growing this important movement with us. 
 
We encourage you to share the news of your ONA status by posting a rainbow comma on your 
church’s website, Facebook page and other locations.  You can find it at 
http://www.ucc.org/about-us/ucc-logo.html.   
 
The Coalition gets no funding from Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM).  We depend solely on 
the generosity of ONA churches and other Coalition supporters to carry out our mission.  We 
hope that you will feel moved to pay it forward by contributing financially to our shared ministry - 
the full affirmation and extravagant welcome for all God’s children. 
  
We wish you God’s blessings in your ONA ministry. 
 
 
Kathie Carpenter 
National ONA Registrar and Consultant 
Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ 
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