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Orca, Sardines, or Rainbow - What’s Your Tail? 
Jonah 3:1-5 and Mark 1:14-20 

 
I love today’s two fishing tales.  The story of Jonah is one of my favorites…with the big 
fish catching Jonah instead of the other way around.  Mark’s Gospel story is also about 
men, not fish, being caught.  It’s about the fishermen, Simon, Andrew, James, and 
John, being caught by Jesus. 
 
What kind of bait does it take to catch you?  What causes draw you in? 
 
Jonah was super reluctant to be caught by God - he did not want to go and do what 
God was asking.  It’s fun to sing the children’s song, “No, no, no, I won’t go.  I won’t go 
to Ninevah.” 
 
The story is about God commissioning Jonah to do a task and Jonah trying to get out of 
it.  Jonah is the only prophet in the Hebrew Bible whose actions are central to the story, 
not prophecies.  He resists God’s call and gets swallowed by a huge fish - for three 
days and nights he’s in the belly of the fish. 
 
This is a great story.  Eventually he bends to the will of God and the fish spits him out.  
Have you ever felt like your life is stuck, perhaps trapped - swirling around in muck, off-
track, perhaps a soul-sucking job, not heading where you know you’re meant to go?   
 
If so, you might be able to relate to Jonah.  I often don’t want to do things I know God 
would like me to do.  It’s too hard - It won’t make a difference - Nobody will listen - I 
don’t have time, etc.  Jonah’s sort of like the big fish that swallows him up…he’s slow 
moving, just doing his own thing and focused on his own needs.  He doesn’t want to go 
to Nineveh and take on a huge challenge, that he thinks is pointless. 
 
Ninevah is meant to represent a HUGE city - it would take three days to walk across it - 
that’s a big place.  Somehow Jonah is supposed to reach out to every person and child 
in Ninevah and encourage them to repent or somehow the people will be “overthrown.”  
The focus on this story is not about what the people need to repent about or what is 
about to happen, all of that is very general, rather the story is about Jonah’s actions or 
lack thereof. 
 
Left to his own devises, he just can’t get behind this huge task.  It’s like what happens to 
us when we think about taking on climate change, poverty, hunger, or world peace.  It 
seems impossible…what difference could we possibly make? 
 
Yet, God keeps calling and won’t let Jonah be.  And the funny thing is, it ends up being 
more problematic to avoid God’s call than to simply go with it.  In trying to avoid the 
task, Jonah finds himself in some pretty awful smelly place. 
 
Eventually he decides to go with God’s flow and all the people of Ninevah listen and 
repent. 
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The Gospel story is set at a different pace.  There is no reluctance at all.  In fact, Mark 
loves to overuse the word, “Immediately” throughout his writings, in a frantic, fast-paced, 
nearly breathless manner. 
 
When Jesus sees Simon and Andrew fishing, he says:  “Now’s the time!  Change your 
hearts and minds!  Trust the Good News!…Come and follow me and I’ll teach you how 
to fish for people.  Right away (unlike Jonah) they left their nets and followed.  Same 
with James and John - immediately they left everything to follow. 
 
WHY?  What was the motivator?  Was it desperation?  Most people could barely survive 
in Galilee at that time.  The wealthy one percent had it all and kept taking more, making 
life unbearable…something for us to consider as our country moves in the direction of 
vast economic disparity. 
 
I believe they were desperate and that only by coming together was there much hope in 
survival against a huge political power. 
 
I see the first disciples sort of like sardines.  Some of you may remember going to the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium and seeing huge schools of fish - huge schools of sardines - 
swimming together for protection.  Early Christians adopted the symbol of a Fish - sort 
of like being in the club.  They had to be secretive about it or face possible arrest and 
torture.  Early Christian art is often of fish.  Fish were used to mark doorposts letting 
other Christians know the house was a safe place. 
 
It’s was very difficult for early Christians being tiny fish in the big Roman imperial pond. 
 
One of their early leaders, John the Baptist, had been killed.  Like Jonah, and many 
prophets before him, John preached repentance, but Jesus’ message added something 
more.  Besides repenting, Jesus said, “Trust”  “Have Faith”…the time is now - God is at 
hand - Believe.  No longer was the message simply to repent and trying harder, but 
Jesus brought comfort to people who felt like small desperate minnows…claiming God 
was with them and would back them up.  God will provide the strength to do the things 
of God. 
 
Whether you and I are big fish in small ponds or just another guppy, God loves each of 
us, and cares about our well-being. 
 
Together with other church members, we can do more than we ever thought possible.  
And God will provide the strength to do the things that are of God. 
 
Trust!  Have Faith!  Believe the Good News! 
 
Together and with God, our church Green Team, Bread for the World, Global Missions, 
Service & Outreach, Care & Hospitality, Trustees, Education, and Worship & Music, can 
do more than we can imagine. 
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I believe that somewhere between the slow paced, lumbering reluctant moves of big 
fish, Jonah, and the frantic, fast-paced, fearful communal ministries of the disciples, 
Jesus behaved more like the mysterious Octupus in the the children’s book, “The 
Rainbow Fish,” by Marcus Pfister. 
 
The Rainbow Fish may feel familiar to some of us.  This fish was fond of his beautiful 
scales…his possessions.  A smaller fish asks if he could have one, and at first the 
Rainbow Fish refuses, hanging on to what he has that makes him special.  Eventually 
the Rainbow Fish has few friends, because of his attitude and behavior.  An octopus 
encourages him to share what he has with others.  When the rainbow fish does this, he 
learns about the joy of sharing and helping others and he gains friends instead of his 
precious treasured scales. In the end, the Rainbow Fish changes.  He doesn’t look the 
same.  No longer is he alone the special fish, but his life is better. 
 
I believe we are meant to share and give of ourselves - so that together our whole 
congregation makes up a bigger, more beautiful rainbow.  We can do that.  Have Faith!  
God will provide the strength to help us fish for people and to do the things that are of 
God.  Amen. 


