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KINDNESS IN OUR COMMUNITY:  AN INTENTIONAL LENTEN PRACTICE 
  
Each spring, the season of Lent encourages us to draw closer to God.  Some 
people choose to fast or to give something up.  It is also appropriate to intentionally 
increase some practice, like meditation or time in prayer.  This year, our church will 
offer a program to increase kindness in our community:  a kindness challenge.   
 
Will acts of kindness make any difference?  Will we feel anything from it?  Sadly, 
we can see the devastating impact of random acts of violence, but random acts 
of kindness can easily go unnoticed.  Yet, we do not know how a simple act of kindness may have 
prevented great violence or pain.   
 
Dr. Chuck Wall has spoken to us inspiring us for this challenge.  The world’s religions encourage 
practicing compassion and kindness.  Take the challenge: draw closer to the one we worship, the divine 
source of love, by practicing unearned kindnesses, and sharing your experiences with others on this 
journey at weekly Friday gatherings.  May you feel the Creator close at hand, ceaselessly providing 
kindnesses to you! 
 
Let the journey begin: 
 
Ash Wednesday Taizé Prayer Service  
 Begin our journey and challenge together on Wednesday, March 5, at 12:10 p.m., with a 
 meditative Taizé service and imposition of ashes in the sanctuary. 
 
“First Friday” – March 7, 5-8 p.m. – “Bread, Butter, and Blessings”  
 Join in making and eating delicious fresh bread and butter, on this World Day of Prayer, in 
 Friendship Hall. 
 
Friday, March 14, 5:30-7 p.m. – “Food, Drink, & Hospitality” 
 Share a simple soup supper, while checking in about your kindness practice. There will be 
 activities for children, music, and two guest speakers:  Marget Willer, Salvation Army; and Jan 
 Combs, ESL.  
 
Friday, March 21, 5:30-7 p.m. – “Clothing Swap” 
 Share a simple soup supper, while checking in about your kindness practice. 
 Clean out your closets before coming and bring gently used clothing of all sizes. Enjoy swapping 
 with others. 
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Friday, March 28, 5:30-7 p.m. – “Healing Service” 
 Share a simple soup supper, while checking in about your kindness practice. There will be 

activities for children, music, an anointing healing ritual, and a guest speaker(s) discussing 
mental and physical health needs in our community. 

 
“First Friday” – April 4,  5-8 p.m. – “Adopt a Worm: The Art of Composting” 
 Come adopt some native plants and learn how to grow worms and delicious vegetables through 
 composting. 
 
Friday, April 11, 5:30-7 p.m. – “Prison Neighbors” 
 Share a simple soup supper, while checking in about your kindness practice.  There will be 

activities for children, music, and guest speaker(s) discussing prison-related ministries in this 
community. 

 
Good Friday Service - Friday, April 18, 7:00 p.m.  
 Come to the cross.  Join in compassion with all who suffer.  Easter awaits. 
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SPECIAL SUNDAY SERVICES IN MARCH 
 
Lent and Easter provide opportunities for unique forms of worship and spiritual practices. 
This spring we are also invited to celebrate a few special Sunday morning services.  Your 
participation will make them even more meaningful: 
 
Sunday, March 9 - “Scouting Sunday” 
If you’ve ever been involved in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Adventurers, or any form of scouting, 
please join in wearing pins you’ve received, badges, or full-on uniforms.  We will acknowledge 
our scouts and the spirit of learning and working together. 
   
Sunday, March 16 - “St. Patrick’s Sunday” 
Join in celebrating St. Patrick and the installation of our new Pastor, Rev. Nancy Bacon. 
 

 During our regular 10:30 worship service, 
The Reverend Emeritus David Campbell, 
representing the Northern Association 

of the Southern California & Nevada Conference 
of the United Church of Christ will install 

the Reverend Nancy Bacon 
as pastor of Tehachapi Community Church, UCC. 

 
Dr. Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kuan, 

President of Claremont School of Theology 
will deliver the sermon. 

 
A St. Patrick’s Celtic celebration will follow the service. 

 
Kilts are welcome, but not mandatory. 

 
Sunday, March 30 - “One Great Hour of Sharing” 
Beyond kindness in our own community, we reach out around the world, building up 
communities and sharing kindness with refugees and people devastated by natural disasters.   
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PASTOR NANCY’S HOURS AND AVAILABILITY 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
 I am so excited and happy to begin this new chapter of our relationship!  
You have been amazing to me and my family.  I feel so much love and 
support and I thank God for this community, which will become my 
extended family. 
 
 I look forward to serving you and getting to know each of you.  In order 
for you to reach me, the best number to call is my cell phone.  It is the 
number listed in the church directory.  My email address, 
revnbacon@gmail.com, is generally fine, but if there is something urgent, 
please call my cell phone.  I don’t check emails regularly on Mondays, 
Fridays and Saturdays. 
 
 Generally, I plan to be at the church from 9-4:30 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 9-1 on Sundays, and work from my home 9-5 on Wednesdays.  
Ash Wednesday will be an exception, in that I will work from home 
Tuesday and be at the church on Wednesday.  I will also work some 
evenings. Occasionally, I will stay longer on Tuesdays or Thursdays for 
meetings, and during Lent, I will lead a weekly gathering on Friday 
evenings. I am also available for visiting people at home, by appointment, 
or in the hospital as needed. 
 
 My days off will generally be Mondays, Fridays, and Saturdays.  
However, I serve the association, the conference, and one conference 
committee.  These groups meet on Mondays and Saturdays.  Our church 
also has activities on Fridays and Saturdays.  I will do my best to manage 
my time and keep a schedule that allows regular time off.  I will try to keep 
Mondays as my Sabbath and as much of Friday and Saturday as I can. 
 
 I look forward to deepening relationships. 
 
May God Bless Our Journey Together, 
 
Pastor Nancy  
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NORTHERN ASSOCIATION SPRING 
MEETING – Saturday, April 12th in 
San Luis Obispo 
 
Please consider coming to learn what is 
happening in our association of 
churches and to build relationships with 
other regional UCC’s.  We will have 
presenters discuss global mission, 
regional pilgrimage, and lead inner 
spiritual disciplines.  San Luis Obispo is 
a lovely area and this meeting should 
be refreshing and bonding. 
 

 
 
JEFFREY MENSENDIEK, OUR 
MISSIONARY TO JAPAN 
 

Those who attended last 
month’s First Friday 
community open-house 
were treated to sushi, 
origami, exquisite flower 
arranging, and a 
mesmerizing talk by our 

missionary to Japan, Jeffrey 
Mensendiek. Jeffrey has lived in Japan 
much of his life. He was serving the 
area hit hardest by the 2011 
earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear spill. 
Words do not do justice to describe 
Jeffrey’s spirit and experiences. He has 
worked for many years, through the 
Emmaus Center, to build trusting 
relationships in a country where 
Christians are a small minority, met with 
much suspicion. He has walked 
respectfully with people, rather than 
trying to convert them. He makes 
Christianity and the vital work of our 
church tremendously appealing, at 
home and abroad.   
 
When the disaster struck, the Emmaus 
Center became a temporary home to 

2,500 volunteers and today the center 
continues active involvement in 
providing locals with devices to test 
levels of radiation in their food and in 
their bodies. The Japanese government 
is in a difficult position of trying to 
protect the economy, with expense to 
its people. Nuclear contamination is 
downplayed to ease economic issues. 
The Emmaus Center provides a neutral 
place advocating health, especially for 
children. Jeffrey provides updated 
information through: 
Jeffreyfromjapan@blogspot.com. He 
would appreciate your comments to his 
posts. We can support his work and 
spread love to Fukushima, by simply 
reading, commenting, and being in 
relationship with Jeffrey and the 
community he serves. There but by the 
grace of God, and U.S. nuclear energy 
policies, go we. 
 

 
DROUGHT TOLERANT NATIVE 
PLANT SALE 
 
This sale is sponsored by the 
Tehachapi Resource Conservation 
District. Order forms and descriptive 
photos, with plant information, are 
available at both the TRCD website 
(http://tehachapircd.org), and the 
Desert Mountain website 
(http://desertmountainrcandd.org). 
Orders must be prepaid and received at 
the Ridgecrest office of DMRC&D by 
March 31.  
 
For more information, contact Carol 
Rush at 661-822-4742, or via email at 
juncus33@gmail.com, or Edith Frick at 
edith.frick@gmail.com.     
 
 

http://tehachapircd.org/
http://desertmountainrcandd.org/
mailto:juncus33@gmail.com
mailto:edith.frick@gmail.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT – 
January 2014  
 
Total Income   $ 8,156.38  
Total Expense    11,137.12     
Net Income        <$2,980.74>       
 
Special Expense: 
Property & Liability Insurance,  
1st Quarter             $ 2,024.50 
 
Total Offering 
Income:                $6,122.00 
January Pledge 
Amounts                3,477.00 
Other Donations    2,645.00 
 
In other news: 
 
We have a new hot water 
heater—so no more cold 
water! 
 
We need a new tenant for our 
rental house as the last one 
left February 1st. If you know 
anyone who might be 
interested, have them call 
Coldwell Banker for details 
and to see the property. 
 
Until next month! 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 

 

 
PLAYWRIGHT FESTIVAL AT THE 
BEEKAY THEATER – March 7, 8, 14, 
15 – 7:30 p.m.; March 16 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
I am in one of the 10-minute plays and 
having church friends in the audience 
would be really nice. 
 
Tickets are $10.00 
 
Phyllis Belcher 
 

COME TASTE THE BUTTER! 
 
First Friday, March 7, features butter 
making at the Tehachapi Community 
Church, 100 East E Street, from 5:00-
8:00 p.m. The event is entitled Bread, 
Butter and Blessings, and demonstrates 
the old-fashioned way of making butter 
in a church. Samples of the finished 
product will be served on organic bread, 
baked by Cathy Sponsler. The bread will 
be available to buy as well as many Fair 
Trade products.  
 
The church supports small farmers by 
selling Fair Trade cocoa, coffee and 
other products. 
 

 

PASTORAL CHANGES AT TEHACHAPI 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 
Rev. Karen Gatlin 
gave a farewell 
sermon to the 
congregation of 
Tehachapi 
Community 
Congregational Church recently. She 
has been serving as transitional pastor for 
almost two years and is now moving on to 
other pursuits. She leaves the church in 
good hands because Rev. Nancy Bacon 
has accepted the position of permanent 
pastor.  The two pastors have been 
working together for many months so it is 
an easy transition for the church. 
 
Rev. Karen brought new ideas and 
renewed enthusiasm to the church.  She 
helped the congregation rethink its goals 
and organization. The church has found 
new ways to help those in need and to 
contribute to the community. Under her 
leadership, worship has become more 
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meaningful; the buildings and grounds 
have been improved; fellowship has been 
strengthened. The results of her efforts 
have brought a deeper spiritual 
awareness and increased attendance. 
 
On her last Sunday at church, Rev. Karen 
was compared to Mary Poppins who just 
popped in and made everything better. In 
fact, Rev. Karen was given an umbrella 
when she exited down the aisle as the 
congregation sang, Let's Go Fly a Kite. 

Following the worship service, a lunch 
was served in Friendship Hall followed by 
musical entertainment  Many people 
expressed their appreciation for Rev. 
Karen and her husband, John Gatlin. Both 
have done so much for the church, and 
endeared themselves to the congregation.  
They will be sorely missed. 

 

 

PRACTICE KINDNESS! 
 
Kindness means respect, dignity, 
compassion and humility. That was the 
message Dr. Chuck Wall brought to those 
at Tehachapi Community Church last 
week.  
 
In 1993 he was listening to news on the 
radio when he heard an incident 
described as "a random act of senseless 
violence."  He became so disgusted with  
these types of acts, and he thought how 
much better the world could be if we 
committed random acts of senseless 
kindness.  He challenged college 
students, in the class he was teaching, to 
commit random acts of senseless 
kindness.  
 
The idea received publicity, gained 
recognition, and in today's jargon, it has 

gone viral. He has become an 
internationally known motivational 
speaker and spreads his message about 
kindness worldwide. 
 
The church congregation has decided to 
commit themselves to performing random 
acts of kindness. During the 40 days of 
Lent, they will try to commit such an act 
every day. Dr. Wall challenged them to 
compose a book at the end of lent which 
records acts of kindness. It would serve 
as a guide and inspiration for continuing 
random acts of kindness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Nancy Bacon, pastor of Tehachapi 
Community Church, will conduct a 
Lenten service on Wednesday, March 5, 
at 12:10 p.m.   
 
On Fridays, March 14, 21, and 28, 
Lenten soup suppers will be held with the 
theme, Kindness in the Community.  
 
For information you may call the church 
office at 822-4443. 
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THISTLE FARMS 
 
Thistle Farms is a national program based 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Rev. Becca 
Stevens, an Episcopal priest, is the 
founder of Magdalene. It is a social 
enterprise in Nashville for women who 
have survived lives of prostitution, 
trafficking, addiction, and life on the 
streets, who want to start new lives. To 
help the women earn a living, Rev. 
Stevens started a business, Thistle 
Farms, which employs dozens of women 
making body care products, sold on the 
Internet and in stores like Whole Foods, 
and churches throughout the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sex trafficking is one of the most severe 
human rights violations in America today. 
In some cases, it amounts to a modern 
form of slavery. Rev. Becca Stevens 
wants to address those women who have 
suffered because of it. Thistle Farms is 
her way of giving these women a second 
chance.  
 
Many lives have been changed because 
of this project. In 2013, two women 
purchased their first car, two women also 
regained full custody of their children, 
nine women obtained permanent housing, 
ten women graduated the two-year 
residential project, and sixteen new 
women began employment with Thistle 
Farms. Forty graduates and residents  

 
 
work at Thistle Farms, seventeen are full 
time (see brochure at the sale table). 
 
What a wonderful way to help women! 
These women have endured so much 
hardship for most of their lives and need 
help to learn how to live without 
prostitution, drug addiction, and 
alcoholism in their lives. This project is 
successful in Nashville and is gaining 
momentum in this country. 
 
We at Tehachapi Community Church 
want to do our part in keeping this work 
going. It is a good “fit” for our Outreach 
area. Come and see what lovely products 
Thistle Farms has to offer. Their motto is 
Love is the Answer. Their color is 
purple. What could be better! 
 
Thistle Farm products will be sold at 
church on most Sundays, First Friday 
events, at the Summer sale in August, 
and the Christmas sale which will be held 
the first weekend in December. Come 
check out the products anytime, perhaps 
for yourself or as gifts for friends. 
 
Joanne Beckett 
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BIOS OF OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
Carolyn & Marvin Scott – We have been 
married for 34 years and lived in Torrance 
before moving to Tehachapi. We have a 
son and daughter, two grandsons and a 
great-grandson. Our immediately family 
consists of 5 fur children-cats. Before 
retirement, Marv was a Project Manager in 
various structural steel companies. Carolyn 
was a Corporate Credit Manager during her 
career. She now has a home-based 
business in the health and wellness field. In 
the past, tennis and snow skiing were high 
on their list of fun things. Now, Marv enjoys 
TV and dinner out, and Carolyn enjoys 
piano, knitting, playing cards, and Bunco. 
They are pleased to have found the 
Tehachapi Community Congregational 
Church. 

♦♦♦ 
 
Gunther Stilgenbauer & Julie St. John – 
Gunther was born in Germany and grew up 
in Kirchheimbolanden, where he attended a 
Protestant church. Julie grew up in Simi 
Valley and attended a Presbyterian church. 
During our time in Jordan, we attended a 
German-speaking Christian church, which 
represented a tiny minority in a 95% 
Muslim society. 
 
During our time in Switzerland, we joined 
an interdenominational church. Since 2009, 
we have been regular visitors at the UCC in 
Tehachapi, enjoying numerous activities. In 
Munich, our second home, we attend the 
local Lutheran church. We succeeded in 
introducing an after-church coffee time—
similar to what takes place in Friendship 
Hall. The church had offered a once-a-
month coffee and cake fellowship, but for 
the other weeks the opportunity for 
fellowship was missing. 
 

♦♦♦ 

 
 
Eleanor Taylor – Eleanor is a retired 
schoolteacher and librarian, originally from  
Evanston, IL. She is a college graduate 
from Jackson State University, Jackson, 
MS, and holds a Masters from Clark 
College, Atlanta, Georgia. She retired from 
the Chicago Public Library in 1986. She is 
grandmother to two granddaughters and 
one grandson. She lives with her daughter, 
Deborah, in Tehachapi. 
 

♦♦♦ 
 
Deborah Taylor-Jackson – Deborah is a 
former staff member of the United Farm 
Workers, Chicago and with Greenpeace, 
Chicago. She attended college at Eastern 
New Mexico University, Portales, NM. She 
is not residing in Tehachapi where she 
pursues interests in recycling, gardening, 
politics, and the environment. 
 
Both Deborah and Eleanor are very glad to 
be members of TCCC and look forward to 
getting to know all the church members and 
clergy. 
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LITURGISTS/USHERS SCHEDULE 

MONTH OF MARCH 

 

                      Liturgist                                  Usher 

  Mar. 2       Laurie Betts  Ron Bemis & Jim Carmichael  

 

 

                       Mar. 9      Linda Carmichael    Jerry Jensen               

 

 

                       Mar. 16    Jan Combs   Gwladys Peterson 

 

 

                       Mar. 23   Phyllis Belcher   Jerry Jensen 

 

 

Mar. 30   Mickey Brown   Robert McLeod 

                                                         

  

                                                           

 

 
 
 

                                                                        & liturgists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


