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              April – 2014 

 
HAPPY SPRING! 
 
My installation here last month was amazing! Thanks to one and all who helped to make such 
a wonderful celebration. It doesn’t get any better than sharing with family, friends, and the 
best congregation on the planet, festive Celtic music, jokes, and good food. I will treasure the 
memories and the beautiful stole I was given forever. 
 
I’m part Irish, and the celebration reminded me of my Dad’s big family and my million Catholic 
cousins. My dad was the youngest of 14 children. When he was just three years old, his 
mother died of tuberculosis and his father, a manual laborer, injured his hand–making it hard 
to work. The children were visibly hungry. When my Dad broke his arm, there was no 
treatment the first week. 
 
I imagine that life in rural parts of Africa may be a bit like what my father experienced as a 
child: preventable illnesses taking the lives of loved ones; inadequate access to medical 
treatments; hunger; working hard just to get by; and yet, simple pleasures and moments of 
treasured joy. 
 
After Easter, I will be in northern Uganda for three weeks, and my preconceptions will likely 
prove inaccurate. Through AidAfrica.net, I have chosen to use my educational leave time to 
work alongside Ugandans attempting to reclaim and improve village conditions. I hope to 
learn and maybe, if I am lucky, be transformed. My biggest fear is that my pilgrimage outside 
of middle class America won’t have a lasting effect on me. So, my prayer is that God will 
allow me to get to know someone I work beside well enough that I may carry him or her in my 
heart. 
 
Our church’s moderator, Jan Roberts, will be going with me. I have started a blog at 
“nancytouganda.blogspot.com” to share the experience. I have also lined up two young 
preachers that will fill in for me:  UCC Pastor Jason Sisk-Provencio and ELCA Pastor Dan 
Carlson. I hope you enjoy your time with them. I will miss you, and look forward to sharing 
what I can find words for. 
 
Uganda and Ireland forever! 

Pastor Nancy 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
♦FIRST FRIDAY – April 4th – 5-8 p.m.  
 
This event will be all about home 
composting, water-wise plants and worms! 
Earthworms are the by-product of 
composting, and the kids and any adults 
who like can see happy worms among the 
compost. 
 
Rick Giles, of Mountain Garden Nursery, will 
be there to discuss the how-to’s, and he will 
also bring along some of his many water-
wise plants. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
♦BIRTHING KITS FOR UGANDA  
 
Thousands of mothers and babies are at risk 
of illness and death from infections during 
delivery. These $10 kits can save two lives 
plus help fund community developments. A 
team of volunteers from our church will be 
going to Buena Park on Saturday, April 5th, 
to put together kits with other volunteers. 
You may join the team or pay for a kit.  
 
Sponsoring a kit in someone’s name makes 
a perfect Mother’s Day gift! Jan Roberts has 
offered to create Mother’s Day cards for 
those who wish to do so.  
 
To learn more, go to www.aidafrica.net.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

 
 
♦KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS  
 

This worship service, inspired 
by Scottish heritage, will take 
place on Tartan Day, Sunday, 
April 6th.  
 
The Kirkin’ (service) evolves 
from the mid-18th century when 

Scotland was defeated and the English 
government outlawed clans from wearing 
tartans and playing bagpipes. During the 
ban, Scots would secretly carry a small 
piece of tartan to church in their pockets, 
seeking blessings on their tartan, their clan, 
and the Scottish people.  
 
Today the service honors families and 
celebrates persistence, independence, 
survival, and peace among neighbors. There 
will also be a time for recognition of loved 
ones who have died in recent years. Those 
of Scottish descent may wear their tartans. 
All other people may bring a piece of fabric 
or a small family memento to place before 
the altar for blessing. 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
♦ NORTHERN ASSOCIATION SPRING 
MEETING – Saturday, April 12th, in San 
Luis Obispo 
 
Please consider coming to learn what is 
happening in our association of churches 
and to build relationships with other regional 
UCC’s. We will have presenters discuss 
global mission, regional pilgrimage, and lead 
inner spiritual disciplines.   
 
San Luis Obispo is a lovely area and this 
meeting should be refreshing and bonding. 
More information is available on the flier 
included in this newsletter. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
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♦KINDNESS IN OUR COMMUNITY: OUR 
INTENTIONAL LENTEN PRACTICE 
 
Dr. Chuck Wall spoke to us inspiring our 
Lenten Kindness Challenge. Though 
completely blind, Dr. Wall’s hobby is to make 
ceramic bowls. He has given our church a 
set of 20 to use for our Lenten soup suppers.  
In a way we feel his presence with us when 
we have gathered to eat. 
 
The world’s religions encourage practicing 
compassion and kindness. Weekly we have 
gathered to tell of our witness to kindnesses 
given or received. Weekly, we have also 
focused on scripture from Matthew 25:35-36.  
Marget Willer, from the Salvation Army, 
spoke at our first meeting, informing us 
about resources available in the community 
to aid those who are hungry, poor, or 
homeless. We treasured hearing her story 
and being in partnership with her efforts. We 
have also participated in swapping and 
donating clothing, as well as being open to 
acts of healing we can provide one another.   
 
Our final Friday soup supper and theme will 
be: 
 
Friday, April 11, 5:30-7 p.m. – Prison 
Neighbors 
 
Join us to share a simple soup supper and 
check in about your kindness practice.  
There will be activities for children and guest 
speaker(s) discussing prison-related 
ministries in this community. 
      
Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary - 
Friday, April 18, 7:00 p.m.  
 
Come to the cross.  Join in compassion with 
all who suffer.  Easter awaits. 
 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT –  
February 2014 
 
Total Income $7,733.66 
Total Expense         7,788.13 
Net Income          <$     54.47> 
 
Total Offering Income  $6,764.95 
February Pledge Amounts   3,775.00 
Balance of offering donations     2,959.95 
 
It would help if we could find a tenant for  
the rental house. 
 
Other Income this month: 
 
From SaveMart (for education)    $150.00 
Equal Exchange deposited            332.85 
Recycling deposited         27.86 
Thistle Farms deposited                  64.00 
 
Until next month … 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
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Thank you to 
everyone for 
attending the St. 
Patrick’s Day event. 
I hope that you 
enjoyed it as much 
as we did. 

 
Thanks to all the people who helped. It 
couldn’t have been done without you! 
 
We look forward to bigger and better in 
2015! 
 
Jim and Linda Carmichael 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP GROUPS ARE BEING 
FORMED 

 
Now that spring is here 
and the days are growing 
longer, this seems a good 
time to be thinking about 
getting Fellowship Groups 
formed. The sign-up sheet 

will be on the clip board which will be in 
Friendship Hall after the initial announce-
ment at church service on March 23rd.  
 
This is a great way to enjoy our fellowship by 
getting together in groups of eight or nine, 
either at a potluck in someone’s home, at a 
Dutch-treat dinner in a restaurant, or at an 
event such as a play—whatever you would 
like to put together. 
 
Please sign up and I will let you know what 
groups have been formed, once we all have 
a chance to respond. 
 
You’ll enjoy! 
 
Laurie Betts 
 
 

 

To the Members & Friends of Community 

Congregational  UCC  … 

 

John and I have spent the week following 

our farewell luncheon remembering and 

sharing favorite memories. It was such a 

wonderful day. We missed saying good-

bye to those who couldn’t be there, but 

with that exception, it was a perfect day. 

 

From worship and singing together, to 

the delicious meal, the pretty 

decorations, the generous gifts (the 

crystal engrave “pyramid,” spa gift cards, 

Tibetan signing bowl and bath soaps), to 

the rainbow cake, the wonderful songs by 

Wayne, Jim D., Walter & Julie, and 

Ellen—it was so heartfelt and warm, we 

will never forget it. 

 

Thanks for your handshakes, hugs, good 

wishes, and blessings. They will go with 

us. 

 

Love,  

 

Karen 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

 

I really cannot think of one single thing 

I would have changed about our last 

Sunday at TCCC, except that it eventually 

had to end. 

 

Thanks to all of you for being so 

welcoming and supportive during our 

time there. 

 

The only thing that could be better than 

that Sunday will be to watch as  the 

church continues to thrive for many 

decades in the future. 

 

Love and Peace,  

 

John 
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Easter     

Flowers  

for the 

Sanctuary 
                    Cost:  $10.00 
 
 

  DEADLINE: APRIL 6 
 

If you would like to provide flowers (mixed 

varieties) for Easter Sunday, please place this 

form, together with cash or a check, in the 

offering plate or bring to the Church Office.  

(Envelopes marked “Easter Flowers” are 

available in the narthex.) 

Your Name: 

 

                              (Please print) 

Circle one: 

In honor of :                  In memory of:                     

In celebration of: 

 
Dedication Name or Occasion: 

 

                            (Please print) 

Thank you! 

Flowers may be taken home following the 

10:30 a.m. worship on Easter! 

 

USHERS & LITURGISTS FOR APRIL 

               Liturgist            Usher 

April 6    Julie Bulloch         Beve & Ron Bemis 

 

April 13   Walter Bulloch      Jerry Jensen 

 

April 20   Phyllis Comstock  Beve Bemis 

 

April 27   Joanne Beckett     Ron Bemis 

 

If you are interested in serving as a 
liturgist or an usher, please contact Ron & 
Beve Bemis. They would welcome your 
participation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


